

Prisoners In Kuwait City visited 

GENEVA CAP) — Delegates of the International Committee of the Red 
Gross (ICRC) have begun visiting detainees in Kuwait Cry following 
repons of serious human rights abuses by security forces and freelance 
gangs. A st a t ement issued at the Geneva headquarters of the aS-Swiss 
agency Sunday said ibe visits began Saturday at the dry's milharv prison 
under an agreement reached with the Kuwaiti government. Tz said chat in 
line with standard ICRC procedures, detainees wffi be interviewed 
without witness. “After the visits, a confidential repent will be given to the 
authorities, requesting, where necessary, improvements in the Heminwx * 
treatment and conditions,'' it added. Middle East Watch, a New 
York-based human ri gh t s group, reported last week that Kuwaiti security 
forces and freelance gangs used lit cigarettes, knives and other instru- 
ments id torture hundreds of people suspected of collaborating with Iraqi 
troops after the invasion of Kuwait. Many of the detainees are reported to 
be Palestinians. 
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Masri arrives in Tunisia 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The Jordanian foreign minister, Taber A1 Masri. 
arrived he» Sunday from Alergia after delivering a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to Algerian President Chadli Benjedid. in Algiers, 
the minister said the Arab World should counter solutions to problems 
imposed by the outside world and that the international community 
should deal with the region's problems in the same spirit that it dealt with 
the Gulf crisis (see page 3). In Tunis. Mr. Masri was expected to meet with 
President Zinc Al Abidine Ben All and Palestine liberation Organisation 
(FLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat, sources said. Mr. Masri has already 
visited Libya and will travel to Morocco. Mauritania. Sudan. Yemen and 
Syria before returning home. 
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Shiite cleric blasts 
violence, but asks 
Saddam for amnesty 



KING HOSTS IFTAR: His Malesty King Hus- 
sein Sunday hosted an iftar at R—maw Palace in 
honour of Lower House of Parliament members, 
heads of courts, heads of professional associations, 
information department directors, editors-in-chief 
of the local dailies, senior officials and refugee camp 
notables. The banquet was attended by His Royal 


Highnws Prince Faisal Ibn Al Hussein, Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran, Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’ad 
Ben Zeid and some Royal family members. The 
audience attended Al Maghreb prayers (Petra 
photo). 


Iraqi cabinet reshuffle sign of 
positive change— Crown Prince 


Fahd orders end to 

anti-Arab 

propaganda 

RIYADH (AP) — King Fahd 

Sunday ordered Saudi Arabian 
news media to avoid criticising 
other Arabs, Information Minis- 
ter Aii Al Shaer announced. In a 
statement to the Saudi Press 
Agency, Mr. Shaer said the king's 
decision was inspired by the cur- 
rent holy month of Ramadan. 
“AD (negative) responses in the 
media — press, radio and televi- 
rion — to what is published by 
the Arab media in general will be 
ceased as of Monday, the 9th of 
Ramadan,” said the statement. 
“We hope that all other Arab and 
Islamic media will chart the same 
blessed Islamic coarse.” 

4 die, 7 missing 
in Egyptian floods 

CAIRO (AP) — Four people 
died and seven are missing in the 
Sinai Peninsula because of flash 
floods from two days of heavy 
rain, a state-run newspaper said 
Sunday. The Al Messa newspap- 
er quoted Major Mohammad 
Khodr, chief of security in the 
province of North Sinai, as saying 
that three bedouin shepherds 
were killed in the storm in addi- 
tion to one motorist whose car 
overturned. Maj. Khodr said 
policemen are still searching for 
five missing bedouin children and 
the drivers of two cars which were 
found buried in the mud. 

Israel says 3 
guerrillas killed 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli sol- 
diers shot and killed three 
heavily-armed guerrillas in Leba- 
non Sunday about a kilometre 
north of the border, the military 
command said. It said the troops 
encountered the three while on 
“operational duty,” Sunday 
afternoon in the southwestern 
corner of the so-called “security 
zone” in Lebanon. The soldiers 
“opened fire and in the exchange 
of fire, the three guerrillas were 
killed.” the command statement 
added. 

Former Iraqi envoy 
heads for S. Arabia 

MADRID (R) — The former 
Iraqi ambassador to Spain, who 
sought political asylum after the 
Gulf war, left Madrid for Riyadh 
Sunday aboard a Saudi Arabian 
airliner. Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Juan Lena told reporters 
Arshad Tawfiq Ismail, wbo asked 
for asylum two weeks ago, left 
“voluntarily and at his own re- 
quest.” Earlier Spanish state 
radio, quoting Foreign Ministry 
sources, said Mr. Tawfiq in- 
tended to contact Iraqi opposi- 
tion groups. 

Israel questions 
appointment of 
special U.N. envoy 

TEL AVIV — U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
has appointed Edouard Brunner 
of Switzerland to replace Girnnar 
Jarring as Special Representative 
to the Middle East. Mr. Brunner, 
58, is Switzerland's ambassador 
to Washington, and former depu- 
ty foreign minister. The post was 
established in 1967 by U.N. Re- 
solution 242. It instructed the 
envoy “to proceed to the Middle 
East to establish and maintain 
contacts with the states concerned 
in order to promote agreement 
and to assist efforts to achieve a 
peaceful and accepted settle- 
ment." Israeli diplomats had 
feared Mr. Banner’s mandate 
might be expanded — as Arab 
diplomats requested — beyond 
that specified in Resolution 242 to 
include tasks specified in later 
resolutions. These included calls 
for a U.N. representative to deal 
with the Palestinian issue, and for 
a U.N. mediator. But Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar’s appointment sped-' 
fled that Mr. Brenner would act 
“in accordance with Resolution 
242.” U.N. spokesman Francois 
Gintiam told the Jerusalem Post 
there was no expansion of his 
mandate. Israel’s U.N. mission 
later issued a statement saying 
Brenner’s appointment raised 
questions as to whether the repre- 
sentative ‘has a role to assume at 
tite present time” amid U.S. . 
efforts to work towards a Middle 
Bast settlement — The Jerusalem 
Post 


NAJAF, Iraq (Agencies) — The 
Muslim World’s roost senior 
Shiite scholar has again conde- 
mned a wave of killings and 
violence in a rebellion against the 
government of President Saddam 
Hussein — but be asked him to 
amnesty rebels. 

A group of reporter s met Grand 
Ayatollah Abol Qassem Al Khoei 
Sunday. 

The group was brought to his home 
in Najaf, holy to Shiites, on a tour by 
the Information Ministry. Najaf was 
caught up in civil unrest which flared 
after the end of the six-week Gulf 
war. 

In the southern dry, ravaged by 
days of fighting between government 
troops awl rebels. Ayatollah Khoei 
denied that be was under duress. 

“I thank God there is no pressure.” 
said the influential, 90-year-old cleric. 

He added: “Now everything is 
finished and there is nothing. I am 
comfortable now and there is no- 
thing.” 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Baghdad accused the United 
States Sunday of trying to rob it 
of its sovereignty in a draft U.N. 
Security Council resolution call- 
ing for the elimination of Iraq’s 
military power. 

The U.S. draft resolution, 
circulated to council members on 
Thursday, also fixes the border 
between Iraq and Kuwait, sets up 
a United Nations observer force 
and demands war reparations 
from Iraq’s oil revenues. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
published the full text of the 
12-page document, which is being 
discussed by the council’s four 


CAIRO (Agencies) — All of the 
Arab League's 21 members ex- 
cept Iraq Sunday had preparatory 
talks to discuss the agenda of a 
meeting next week of the orga- 
nisation's permanent representa- 
tives. 

This is the first Arab League 
function since the end of the Gulf 
war and Egyptian diplomats pri- 
vately expressed their content 
with the high level of attendance. 

The war had split the Arab 
League in half. Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia led Arab states which 
denounced Iraq. 

An Arab League foreign 
ministers’ meeting in Cairo last 
September drew only 12 of the 
members. 

“This is the first meeting of the 
permanent representative to be 
held after the end of the crisis 
which struck the Arab World,” 
said Ass3d Al Assad, interim 
Secretary-General of the Arab 


An official said rioters had control- 
led the dry for more than 10 days. 

Rebels had claimed that the deric 
earlier issued a decree of jihad against 
the government from Najaf, an early 
centre on rebellion. 

fin Amman, travellers from Iraq 
said Ayatollah Khoei had not made 
any call for jihad but had set up an 
administration in the holy sites to 
bring back order after government 
'troops lost control of Najaf). 

Ayatollah Khoei last week 
appeared with President Saddam 
whom he praised for crushing the 
unrest in the south. ‘Thanks be to 
God. God has enabled the president 
to stamp out this sedition.” said 
Ayatollah Khoei. 

Neighbouring Shiite Iran, accused 
by Baghdad of fanning unrest, led 
international protests over the epi- 
sode, saying Ayatollah Khoei was 
kidnapped and forced to make a 
public show of support for President 
Saddam. It warned Iraq without his 
physical safety. 

But Ayatollah Khoei told reporters 


other permanent members — the 
Soviet Union. China. Britain and 
France. 

“The U.S. draft ceasefire re- 
solution submitted to the... 
Security Council... demonstrated 
the U.S. intent to rob Iraq of its 
sovereignty and to mongage 
Iraq’s resources,” INA said. 

Washington says a permanent 
Gulf war ceasefire would only go 
into effect when Iraq formally 
accepted ail the conditions. Most 
economic sanctions would remain 
until the council decided other- 
wise, the draft resolution said. 

It requires Iraq to accept the 
destruction and removal of its 


League. 

“Despite the splits created in 
the Arab World, the paralysis of 
joint action and the damage to 
the whole Arab Nation, the 
Arabs are moving and making 
efforts to heal the wounds," he 
said. 

The agenda of next Saturday's 
meeting includes, reports pre- 
sented by various Arab states. 
One of them is a report on halting 
Arab boycott to certain com- 
panies that deal with Israel. The 
report suggested that the com- 
panies in exchange offer to build 
factories and plants in Arab coun- 
tries similar to those they have in 
the Jewish state. 

Topics to be discussed, in Cairo 
included Arab cooperation, the 
situation in the Israeli-occupied 
territories, Arab-African ties, li- 
beration movements in South 
Africa and Arab-European dia- 
logue. 


oa Saturday he was not harassed by 
Baghdad, that the killing of Muslims 
was against Islam and be described 
anti -government rioters as “groups of 
ignorant5.” for whom be sought a 
general amnesty. 

Ayatollah Khoei. who rarely makes 
public pronouncements, said of his 
meeting with President Saddam: “We 
were taken to Baghdad where we 
spent two nights after which we re- 
turned (o Najaf.” 

His appearance in his home town 
before Iraqi journalists representing 
foreign organisations was evidently 
intended to answer accusations that 
be was under bouse arrest. 

The tour also underlined govern- 
ment control of Najaf. as did a similar 
press visit last week to the other 
Shiite holy city of Karbala, both 
heavily damaged in civil strife. 

Baghdad says the southern rebel- 
lion has been crushed. Similar unrest 
has swept the Kurdish areas of north- 
ern Iraq and opposition leaders 


ballistic missile systems and all 
“weapons of mass destruction” 
including chemical, biological 
and nuclear aims. 

Commenting on the resolu- 
tion, Iraq's Al Thawra newspap- 
er, organ of the ruling Baath 
Party, said: 

“Every paragraph and article 
in the draft resolution shows a 
dear bias and determination to 
intervene in Iraq's internal affairs 
in violation of the norms and 
charter of the United Nations." 

“Never before has an interna- 
tional party presented a draft 


Libya brought up the extension 
of U.S. economic sanctions 
against it. 

“The purpose of the meeting is 
just to show up, to show a willing- 
ness to try and mend 1 what was 
broken,” said an Arab diplomat. 
“That in itself is an achieve- 
ment." 

“We cannot do without the 
Arab League. It is our symbol of 
liberation from foreign occupa- 
tion. We cannot let it die because 
of splits and differences among 
the Arab states,” be added. 

The move to Cairo angered .1 
Tunisia, which at one point said it 
was thinking of withdrawing from 
league activities. 

An official source in Algiers 
said the five countries in the Arab 
Maghreb Union — Algeria, 
Libya. Mauritania, Morocco and i 
Tunisia — would probably be 
represented by ambassadors at the 
Cairo meeting. 


ATLANTA (Agencies) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan said in a CNN television 
interview Sunday that Iraq’s 
cabinet reshuffle could signal the 
beginnings of an “evolution” in 
that country. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein signed decrees Saturday giv- 
ing up his title of prime minister 
to a Shiite Muslim leader and 
making other changes. 

“Everything in Iraq has 
changed; the situation as the Un- 
ited Nations reported, is paraly- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel Sunday 
ordered four Palestinian activists 
expelled from the occupied terri- 
tories. Hardliners called for even 
stronger measures. 

Such expulsions have drawn 
American and United Nations 
condemnation, but an Israeli 
foreign ministry official said the 
latest action was mean; as a 
“warning" to the leaders of the 
Palestinian uprising. 

Cabinet ministers defended the 
expulsion order and called for 
more to be banished, despite the 
objections of the United States. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Italian premier Giulio Andreotti 
Sunday urged Israel to take the 
first step towards talks with the 
Arabs that would guarantee the 
Jewish state’s security and “re- 
turn land for peace.” 

Speaking to the American Jew- 
ish Committee and other U.S. 
Jewish leaders, the Italian pre- 
meir said a key lesson of Iraq's 
missile attacks on Israel in the 
Gulf war was that “the security of 
Israel is no longer merely a ques- 
tion of having safe borders.” 
Both Israel and the Arab mem- 
bers of the allied coalition that 
fought Iraq have realised this, 
Mr. Andreotti said, “paving the 
way for a more broadly based 


tic, and I think the change in 
government is the beginning of an 
evolution said the Crown 
Prince. 

“This I think is an evolution to 
widen the base of participation 
and I think we are going to see 
more and more of that." 

Asked about any damage to 
Jordan’s credibility after the Gulf 
war, the Crown Prince said. “We 
were not with or against the 
United States, despite the 
perception that we were a defec- 
tor... this was not our percep- 


After a meeting in which mem- 
bers of the right-wing govern- 
ment called for harsh measures to 
combat Palestinian attacks on 
Israelis, Religious Affairs Minis- 
ter Avner Shaki contended 
Washington's opposition to ex-- 
pulsions was unfair. 

“If America had had to deal 
with such people, with such ter- 
rorism, they would have certainly 
have used even more strict means 
but certainly they would deported 
people who are inciting against 
the government, who are 
preaching terrorism.’' he said. 

The army announced expulsion 


review of the situation through 
negotiations and political dia- 
logue between all the parties con- 
cerned.” 

“Once again, it is dialogue 
which must prevail over the 
sound of weapons and violence, 
and the responsibility of reopen- 
ing it lies primarily with Israel, 
because of the leading position 
and major responsibility which 
Israel holds,” Mr. Andreotti said. 

Mr Andreotti reminded his au- 
dience of U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 of 1967. and 338 
of 1973 which call for Israel's 
withdrawal form the occupied 
territories and for peace negotia- 
tions. 

"We must therefore once again 


tion." 

He said Jordan was preparing 
an official paper to explain its 
position and dear up any ques- 
tions about its role in the Gulf 
crisis. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
hopes for progress in Iraq. 

“We do not meddle in the 
internal affairs of Iraq,” he said. 
“We fervently, passionately hope 
for the prosperity of the Iraqi 
people.” 


orders against four Palestinians 
from the Israeli-occupied Gaza 
Strip allegedly active on behalf of 
the mainstream Fateh movement, 
driving force behind the 39- 
month-old uprising. 

The four men have the right to 
appeal to the supreme court, 
which has quashed only one 
banishment order since Israel 
occupied the Gaza Strip, West 
Bank and Golan Heights in the 
1967 war. 

If the orders are carried out, 
they will bring to 66 the number 


set respect and the implementa- 
tion of relevant jointly agreed 
resolutions and the principles en- 
shrined in them at the centre of 
our action, in order to reach a 
negotiated settlement, and return 
land for peace." he said. 

Mr. Andreotti's stress on "dia- 
logue” reflects the willingness of 
Italy and other European coun- 
tries that once insisted on a Mid- 
dle East peace conference to let 
the United States and Israel try 
arranging bilateral talks berween 
the Jewish state and its neigh- 
bours. like the Camp David 
accords that brought peace be- 
tween Egypt and Israel. 

The executive director of the 
American Jewish Committee, 


U.S. closer 
to permanent 
military 
presence on 
Arab soil 

RIYADH (AP) — The United 
States is closer than ever to estab- 
lishing a permanent military 
headquarters on Arab soil once 
the troops of Operation Desert 
Storm leave, the U.S. comman- 
der said Sunday. 

Such a move would fulfill a 
long-standing U.S. goal to have a 
land-based headquarters in the 
Gulf, which Arab gosemmenLs 
have blocked for many years. 

Nearly 1U0.U0U Desert Storm 
troops out of a maximum of 
54U.OOU have left already, the 
U.S. central command said. 

The U.S. commander. General 
Norman Schwarzkopf, said 
American logistics troops could 
remain in the Gulf as long as 
eight to 10 months but that the 
vast majority by far will be gone. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf said U.S. 
troops are not expected to stay in 
southern Iraq very long, a state- 
ment that seemingly contradicted 
earlier comments by Gen. Colin 
L. Powell, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

Gen. Powell was quoted as 
saying in Washington recently 
that U.S. forces will remain to 
keep the pressure on Iraq “for 
some ffionths to come" as it 
battles civil unrest. 

Gen. Powell also said U.S. 
forces would stay in Iraq until the 
Arab states of the region, includ- 
ing Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, are 
ready to replace them with a 
security force. 

"I think there probably was a 
slight misstatement. Gen. 
Schwarzkopf told reporters after 
an awards ceremony honouring 
French officers. 

General Powell and I have 
discussed this and we’re prepared 
to stay here quite some time in 
Saudi Arabia because it is going 
to take us a long time to get afl 
the equipment out that we have 
to.” 

Gen. Schwarzkopf also said, 
“we’re prepared to stay in Iraq as 
long as we have to, but. of 
course, we’re not expecting to 
stay there very long. We’re hop- 
ing very rapidly for a ceasefire 
and we’re hoping we can with- 
draw just as rapidly as we poss- 
ibly can." 


David Harris, told the AP that he 
had some reservations about Mr. 
Andreotti's comments on border 
security. 

“Kuwait was invaded by land, 
and the closer the enemy, the 
more accurate the missile." he 
said. 

Mr. Harris was not enthused 
about the "land-for-peace con- 
cept, but said any Arab state that 
sincerely wanted peace with 
Israel could reach an agreement 
and hold talks about occupied 
territory. 

He noted that Menadiem Be- 
gin “s Likud government was cons- 
idered intractable and inflexible 


(Continued on page 3) 
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The future of Baathism in 

War, rebellion spark debate over ideology 


Iraq depends on what happens next 


By Lands K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

A FEW HOURS prior to the 
U.S. declaration of a ceasefire 
on March 3 the allied forces 
bombed the national and re- 
gional commands of the Baath- 
fet Party. Hie thunderous ex- 
plosion destroyed the marble 
buildings and knocked off the 
statue of Michel Aflaq — the 
Syrian-born co-founder of the 
pan-Arab Baathist movement. 

The attack was evidently a 
dear political warning to the 
regime and in retrospect a 
foretelling sign of the turmoil 
that post-war Iraq would go 
through. 

But the destruction of the 


Baathist Party headquarters 
was, in a metaphoric sense, 
also indicative of the questions 
raised in the post-war Iraq 
about the future of Baathism, 
if not pan- Arab nationalism, in 
the devastated country. 

The appointment as prime 
minister of Dr. Saadoun Ham- 
madi, the ideologue of the- 
party, however, reflects the 
prevalence of the line of think- 
ing which sees the preservation 
of Baathism .in Iraq as crucial 
not only to the continuity of 
the regime-bur to the unity of 
the country. 

This argument, which is said 
to reflect Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein’s thinking, was in 
the immediate term fostered 


by the spectre of sectarian sedi- 
tion which loomed over Iraq 
with the end of the war. 

Many Baathists, including 
non-Iraqi Arabs wbo live in 
Iraq, have always argued that 
Baathism — as a pan-Arab 
nationalist and socialist ideolo- 
gy — has largely contributed to 
maintaining a united and secu- 
lar country. Some have 
claimed that Baathism was 
able to solve the question of 
die ethnic minorities — but the 
frequent re-eruption of Kurdish 
insurrection has repeatedly 
questioned such a conclusion. 

But the war, and more speci- 
fically the military defeat, has 
sparked a debate — believed 
to have included party circles 


— concerning Arab national- 
ism and Baathism in Iraq. 

The most striking aspect of 
the debate involves an emerg- 
ence of a line of thinking which 
opposes further Iraqi involve- 
ment in Arab affairs and 
causes. The call for an Iraqi 
political withdrawal from Arab 
national causes is viewed by 
analysts and officials in Iraq as 
a direct reaction to disillusion- 
ment over Arab solidarity with 
Iraq during and after the war. 

Iraqis in general have over- 
come the shock over what they 
view as Arab betrayal by coun- 
tries which joined the anti- 
Iraqi coalition and disappoint- 
ment by the failure of the Arab 
people to support Iraq in any 
substantive way. 

The feeling that the Iraqis 
were abandoned by the Arabs 


has provoked resentment 
among some Arab nationalists 
and tiie beginning of what 
could be an “isolationist” 
trend. 

The disappointment in Arab 
reaction sometimes translates 
itself in negative feelings to- 
wards other Arabs, especially 
Palestinians, although there is 
no evidence that this hostility is 
widespread or representative 
of a political trend. 

The underlying assumption 
behind the perceived hostility 
towards the Palestinians is that 
Iraq went to war in defence of 
Palestinian rights and that the 
Iraqis are fed up with sacrific- 
ing their own blood for other 
Arab causes. This is an argu- 
ment which was frequently 
voiced in Egypt prior to the 
signing of the American- 


brokered Camp David peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979. 

But some analysts dismiss 
the significance of this school 
of thought, arguing that this is a 
temporary reaction to the out- 
come of the Iraqi feeling of 
isolation. They warn, however, 
that it could become a serious 
trend if Baathism collapsed or 
the country was fragmented. 

Historically, the line of Iraqi 
nationalist thinking, according 
to some Iraqi historians, has 
had influence during the 
monarchy era and the brief 
rule of the late Abdul Kareem 
Qassem (1958-1963). 

In the first (the monarchy 
era), patriotic versus Arab 
nationalist arguments were 
used to justify Iraqi alliance 
with Britain while in the Qas- 
sem period, communists, who 


constituted the main source of 
support for the regime, advo- 
cated democratisation and in- 
dependent development of 
Iraq as opposed to giving prior- 
ity to Arab unity. 

Baathist officials, who say 
they are aware of Iraqi disillu- 
sionment with pan-Arab 
nationalism, argue that such 
sentiments were compounded 
by the failure of Arab and 
particularly Palestinian leaders 
to fulfill their pre-war pledges 
to retaliate against Western 
interests if and when war 
erupted. 

In the first days of rhe war, 
ordinary Iraqis who were inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times in 
Baghdad were contemplating 
Palestinian and Arab attacks 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iraqi reparations — 
how would it happen? 


Bush says Iraqi changes show 
Saddam still ‘calling the shots’ 


By Galina Vromen 
tourer 

THE HAGUE — International 
legal experts are starting to grap- 
ple with the complicated mecha- 
nics of how Iraq might be made to 
repay the enormous damages 
stemming from its invasion of 
Kuwait 

Kuwait has already estimated 
its own damages from the occupa- 
tion at $100 billion. The United 
States and Britain have told 
citizens to start filing claims for 
damage or destruction of 
businesses and property. 

At the United Nations, a U.S. 
preliminary draft resolution for a 
permanent Gulf war ceasefire 
suggests a fund be created to 
meet war compensation claims 
against Iraq. Into it would be paid 
an unstated percentage of the 
value of Iraq's petroleum ex- 
ports. 

A commission would be set up 
to administer the fund, and the 
U.N. secretary general would be 
asked to present recommenda- 
tions within 30 days on ways of 
paying the compensation. 

But the draft of the resolution 
obtained by Reuters is extremely 
complicated and likely to go 
through several revisions in com- 
ing weeks - 

Experts are meanwhile study- 
ing reparations procedures used 
after World War II. and the 
workings of the Iran-U.S. claims 
tribunal in the Hague which set- 
tles financial disputes arising 
from the 1979 revolution in Iran. 

The legal groundwork for repa- 
rations was set in U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 674 which 
holds Iraq responsible for dam- 
ages stemming from its invasion 
of Kuwait and calls on countries 
to file claims for financial com- 
pensation. 

“The first big question is 
whether an agreement will be 
reached with Iraq on the (process 
for) reparations." said lawyer 


Arthur Rovine. agent for the 
United States when the Iran-U.S. 
tribunal first opened in 1981 and 
now in private practice in New 
York City. 

Most experts say Iraq is in such 
dire straits — it was $90 billion in 
debt even before the war — that 
it is unrealistic to expect it to pay 
massive reparations that could 
further destabilise the country. 

“There may be some sort of 
symbolic reparation, but there is 
no way they will really be able to 
pay up.” said Terry Gill, a profes- 
sor of international law at 
Utrecht University. 

If Iraq refuses to discuss any 
payments, the allies could use 
frozen Iraqi funds abroad to com- 
pensate some claimants. 

Mr. Rovine said official 
sources had told him four to five 
billion dollars of Iraqi assets were 
frozen worldwide, about one bil- 
lion dollar of that in the United 
States and a similar amount in 
Britain. 

Since most of the assets are in 
the West, it is unlikely that 
citizens of other countries — par- 
ticularly the many guest workers 
who lost their life's savings — 
would ever get compensation by 
that route, experts said. 

“Frozen assets would cover 
just a fraction of the claims. If we 
can get or impose an agreement 
with Iraq, more possibilities 
would open up," Mr. Rovine 
said. 

With Iraq's agreement, there 
are several scenarios for how 
reparations could work. 

The U.N.-backed International 
Court of Justice in the Hague 
could be asked for an advisory 
opinion reinforcing U.N. Resolu- 
tion 674 and on the amount Iraq 
should pay, said Peter Koojmans, 
professor of public international 
law at Leiden University. 

But other experts do not favour 
that course. 

Reparation claims could be 
handled in bilateral negotiations 


between Iraq and countries de- 
manding compensation, probably 
with arbitrators from neutral na- 
tions. 

Once a total sum for each 
country was agreed, - national 
commission could decide how to 
distribute the money among 
claimants. That method was used 
after World War II with arbitra- 
tors from neutral countries taking 
part. 

Or the example of the Iran- 
U.S. claims tribunal in the Hague 
might be followed. The tribunal, 
with three neutral judges and 
three each from the two coun- 
tries, allows individuals and com- 
panies as well as the two govern- 
ments to bring their case. 

The tribunal was set up under a 
treaty that freed 52 U.S. hostages 
in the American embassy in 
Tehran in 1979 and has resolved 
more than 4.000 cases so far, with 
U.S. claims most being met from 
frozen Iranian assets. 

The tribunal was started with 
the help of the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration boused in the same 
complex as the International 
Court of Justice. It could again be 
asked to be helped form a tribun- 
al. 

Hans Jonksman, secretary 
general of the arbitration court, 
while stressing that no-one had 
yet asked the court to help, told 
Reuters it could make available 
physical facilities, staff and exper- 
tise for setting up a tribunal or 
bilateral commissions. 

“The new situation with Iraq is 
far more complicated than the 
situation that led to the Iran-U.S. 
tribunal because there are more 
than two countries involved," 
Mr. Jonkman said. 

Mr. Gill said the anti-Iraq 
coalition countries may not want 
a tribunal because it could put 
Iraqi claims for civilian damage 
from allied bombing on an equal 
footing with their own claims. 

“A tribunal might just not be 
practical,” Mr. Rovine said. 


Guns hamper relief work in 
war-devastated north Somalia 


,BERBERA, Somalia (R) — 
uivjrrcsh from its victory over gov- 
forces, the rmal! 
National Movement (SNM) is 
finding it hard to keep the peace 
and ensure that foreign relief 
organisations can work safely in 
'devastated northern Somalia. 

"Guns seem to outnumber 
people by about 10 to one in 
these parts. It's a big problem 
bow to get them off the streets." 
.said SNM Vice-Chairman Hassan 
Jama Isa. 

The International committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRO, one of 
the few foreign aid organisations 
in this nigged, sparsely-populated 
region, temporarily pulled out 
last Thursday after three men 


■ stole one of its last vehicles at 
gunpoint. 

Its 19 foreign staff were run- 
■‘Tttng'a hospital for war wounded 
in the Red Sea port of Berbera as 
well as monitoring treatment of 
prisoners of war and helping to 
restore essential services, such as 
water. 

Speaking to visiting journalists 
last week, Mr. Hassan Jama said 
the SNM was now gening down 
to the massive task of reconstruc- 
tion and doing its best to ensure 
relief organisations could operate 
safely. 

The SNM. which has been 
fighting the government since 
mid-1988. overran northern 
Somalia two months ago. Its vie- 


No high level of toxic 
gases yet in Gulf region 


RIYADH (AP) — Preliminary 
results of an American study indi- 
cate toxic gases have not yet 
reached a danger level in Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. U.S. officials 
said. 

Between 500 and 600 Kuwaiti 
oil wells were set on fire allegedly 
by Iraqi troops, blackening the 
sky and raising fears that toxic 
fumes would poison the atmos- 
phere. 

According to a U.S. embassy 
official, a nine-member team in- 
cluding representatives from the 
Environmental Protection Agcn- 
cv. the centres for disease control 
and the U.S. Public Health Ser- 
vice have been monitoring air 
quality in the area for the past 
two weeks. 

The official said the team was 
conducting both air quality tests 
and epidemiological studies in 
Riyadh. Dhahran. Kuwait City, 
and Camp Freedom in Kuwait to 
determine if there are serious 


health risks. 

“Even as close as 100 metres 
from some of the fires, the pre- 
liminary results show no particu- 
larly high levels of toxic gases," 
said the official. 

The team has also surveyed 
hospital emergency room admitt- 
ance officials and has discovered 
no significant change in the num- 
ber of respiratory complaints be- 
fore and after the fires were set. 

The embassy official stressed, 
however, that the studies have 
not yet determined the effect of 
particles small snough to lodge 
themselves in lungs. 

"They don't have the equip- 
ment here,” he said. “They need 
to bring their results back to the 
slates.” 

He also noted that while the 
preliminary results unearthed no 
immediate acute reaction to the 
toxins “we just don’t know what 
the long-term effect will be.” 


tory coincided with the over- 
throw. by another rebel group, of 
President Mohammad Siad Barre 
in the capital Mogadishu: 

Thousands of young men were 
armed for the SNM's campaign 
and former rebels, now idle, still 
swagger with their weapons 
around northern towns. 

“They have been brought up to 
fight and they don't really know 
how to do anything else,” said 
ICRC surgeon Robin Gray in 
Berbera hospital, now in the 
hands of local Somali doctors. 

Fighters from both sides fill 
wards that spill out onto a cour- 
tyard. 

The ICRC kept the hospital 
running throughout January's 
fighting, even though at one point 
SNM and government troops 
raged through the operating 
theatre and a doctor was hit by a 
bullet and badly wounded. 

Looters struck the ICRCs 
warehouse in Berbera and most 
of its cars were stolen. 

The ICRC had hoped to signal 
to other aid organisations that it 
was posable to work safely in 
northern Somalia. Its decision to 
leave, while pledging to return as 
soon as possible, was a blow to 
relief efforts. 

“We need every human need. 
We have inherited' nothing." said 
Hassan Kayd Abdulle, SNM 
chief in the? town of Burao, 100 
kelometres south of Berbera. 
“We have captured nothing but 
destruction." 

Cities Like burao and Hargeisa, 
the capita] of the region, were 
once thriving livestock trading 
centres. 

Viewed from the air, Hargeisa 
is now a vision of catastrophe 
with roofless houses stretching 

over the arid plain. Thousands of 

tonnes of tin roofing were carried 
away by residents fleeing the 
fighting. 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
President George Bush Saturday 
brushed aside a government 
shakeup in Iraq as a move that 
shows Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein is still “calling the shots". 

The president said the United 
States could not restore normal 
relations with Baghdad while 
Saddam Hussein remained m 
power. 

“I would simply say that Sad- 
dam Hussein appears to still be 
calling the shots," Mr. Bush said 
at the White House following 
talks with Turkish President Tur- 
gut Ozal at Camp David, the 
presidential mountain retreat. 

“As I have said before, normal 
relations with the United States 
cannot be effective with Saddam 
Hussein still calling the shots, still 
in power." 

President Saddam appointed a 
24-man government, bringing in 
seven new ministers and making 
Deputy Prime Minister Saadoun 
Hamm ad i„ a Shi'ite Muslim, 
Iraq's prime minister — a posi- 
tion President Saddam had held. 

Baghdad Radio reported that 
crowds turned out to greet the 
new prime minister when he vi- 
sited towns in Southern Iraq. 

Mr. Hammadi toured the pro- 
vinces of Najaf and Qadissiyah, 
areas of post-Gulf war unrest, 
Baghdad Radio said. Baghdad 
says it has crushed the rebellion. 

Mr. Bush said he and Mr. Ozal 
discussed the shakeup “at length” 
but concluded, “there are some 
interesting cabinet shifts, but no- 
thing that appears to depart from 
Saddam Hussein's policies." 


Iraqi opposition leaders in 
Syria scorned the new cabinet, 
saying President Saddam should 
step down “before it becomes too 
late.” 

“The revolt against Saddam 
will continue regardless, of his 
false promises of Democracy and 
freedom,” said Hassan A1 Nakib, 
a former Iraqi general who is now 
a leading opposition figure. 

Mr. Bush disputed speculation 
that the United States was trying 
to apply pressure on Iraq by 
refusing to let it fly fixed-wing 
aircraft to use against insurgents. 
Two Iraqi jets have been shot 
down for violating ceasefire con- 
ditions. 

“It was stated from the very 
beginning that they ought not to 
fly their aircraft." Mr. Bush said, 
“and I think they've learned now 
not to fly the aircraft." 

Neither Mr. Bush nor Mr. Ozal 
would predict how long President 
Saddam would be able to remain 
in power, with unrest reported 
throughout Iraq. "It's difficult to 
make an estimate," Mr. Ozal 
said, adding “but it’s difficult for 
him to stay." 

Mr. Bush insisted, “it's for us 
to try to see what will follow on in 
Iraq," then said he hoped a new 
government “would be one that 
could work very compatibly with 
the Western powers ... and live 
happily ever after without thre- 
atening its neighbours/' 

“We're looking for somebody 
that is going to lead that country 
in the ways of peace," Mr. Bush 
said. 

During two days of talks at 


Camp David with Mr. Bush, U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and National Security Adviser 
Brent Scowcroft, Mr. Ozal ex- 
plored the possibility of addition- 
al U.S. economic -and military 
assistance. 

The Bush administration has 
already provided Turkey with $82 
million in emergency military 
assistance in addition to $553 million 
in the 1991 foreign aid budget. It 
has proposed increasing the 1992 
allocation to $703 million. 

Congress Friday gave final leg- 
islative approval for an additional 
$200 million ' to help offset Tur- 
key’s losses in the war. A White 
House official said Mr. Bush was 
expected to sign the bill that 
contains the aid. 

The two leaders also discussed 
Cyprus, where Turkey has back- 
ed the Turkish Cypriot commun- 
ity with troops since a 1974 inva- 
sion that led to a breakaway state 
in the island's north. 

The United States has been 
trying to promote a solution for 
the divided island, so far without 
success. U.N.-sponsored talks be- 
tween Greek and Turkish Cyp- 
riots stalled a year ago. 

Turkey has agreed in principle 
to allow the United States to 
store conventional ammunition 
inside its borders for use during a 
possible future crisis in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Washington has been con- 
cerned about the length of time it 
took to ship arms and equipment 
into the Gulf region to deal with 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait back in 
August. 


Prowling U.S. jets told not to 
shoot down Iraqi helicopters 


RIYADH, (R) _ — American 
pilots patrolling over Iraq have 
been told not to shoot down 
helicopters unless they approach 
allied forces. U.S. commander 
General Norman Schwarzkopf 
said Saturday. 

He said Iraq, battling post-Gulf 
war revolts, had sharply reduced 
the use Of armed helicopters after 
a ceasefire meeting with allied 
commanders last Sunday at the 
Iraqi town of Safwan. 

The allied commanders warned 
the Iraqjs against using helicop- 
ters to attack rebels. Gen. 
SchwaizkopFs remarks to repor- 
ters indicated that the orders to 
U.S. pilots might change. 

Rebellion in Iraq is now 
strongest in the Kurdish north, 
hundreds of kilometres from the 
allied ceasefire line in southern 
Iraq. 

Under a provisional ceasefire 
the victorious allies banned all 
flights by Iraq's fixed-wing air- 
craft. U.S. pilots shot down two 
SU-22 fighters caught in the air 
this week. 

The rules for helicopters are 
more complex. Transport flights 
by helicopter are allowed but 


Washington has refused to say 
precisely what is forbidden. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf spoke to 
reporters after a presenting Bri- 
tain’s Gulf war commander. 
Lieutenant-General Peter de la 
Billiere, with the Legion of Merit 
on behalf of President George 
Bush. 

“The use of armed helicopters 
has decreased rather dramatically 
since the meeting we had the 
other day. They’re using helicop- 
ters predominantly to move 
trpops around the battlefield and. 
that sort of thing,” Gen. 
Schwarzkopf said. 

“The armed helicopters are not 
going to be a threat, plain and 
simple," Gen. Schwarzkopf said. 

“We’ve made it very dear to 
them (Iraq) that the helicopters 1 
will not fly towards, over or near 
our forces and they won’t — not 
for long.” . 

Pressed on whether Iraqi heli- 
copters were safe unless they 
approached the allies, Gen. 
Schwarzkopf replied: 

“I can't say diat. I would say 
that at the present tune my in- 
structions are not to take any 
action against armed helicop- 
ters." 


After the Gulf war, Baghdad 
faced unrest in south and north. 

Iraqi forces counter-attacked 
first in the south, using tanks and 
heavy guns to regain control of 
most cities, some of them only a 
few kilometres from allied troops 
occupying a huge slice of south- 
west Iraqi desert. 

The south is the heartland of 
Iraq's Shfite Muslim majority. 

The northern rebels are Kinds, 
a non-Arab people forming 20 
per cent of Iraq’s population of 17 
million. Kurdish rebels says they 
have been repeatedly attacked by 
helicopters. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf said no new 
U.S. combat troops would be 
sent to the Gulf in the coming 
weeks and those that remained — 
about 440.000 — would go home 
as quickly as possible. 

“We migbt have to bring some 
logistic folks ... its going to take a 
long time to get all this equip-' 
meet out of here. But there’s not 
going to be any rotation of com- 
bat forces,” he said. 

“One day longer is long for 
those kids out there in the field. 
They want to go home and I don't 
blame them — I want to go 
home,” be said. 


Hizbollah for freeing hostages 
if Israel releases prisoners 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah said Sunday it 
was keen to see the release of 
Western hostages, as were Iran 
and Syria, but it linked their 
freedom to the release of Arabs 
in Israel. 

Hussein Musawi, a senior offi- 
cial of Hizbollah (the Party of 
God), told Reuters in a telephone 
interview: “Everyone is in- 
terested in ending this matter, but 
in the right way. 

“The brothers in the Islamic 
Republic (of Iran) and the 
brothers in Syria are concerned in 
liberating the hostages but surely 
in a just manner. 

“The Americans have hos- 
tages, and the (Lebanese) Mus- 
lims and nationalists have hos- 
tages and detainees in Israel. 
Therefore, all this should be re- 
solved together and it there is a 


tendency to do that then it will be 
resolved." 

“There are detainees here and 
there are detainees there. All 
those unjustly held should be 
liberated," he said. 

Mr. MusawTs comments, also 
given to the Associated Press, 
followed a flurry of Lebanese 
newspaper and radio reports of 
an imminent release of some of 
the 12 Westerners held in Leba- 
non by extremists loyal to Iran. 

Beirut newspaper reported ear- 
ly last week hostage release were 
imminent but some admitted 
Saturday they had been wrong 
and blamed unspecified last- 
minute hitches. 

Mr. Musawi is thought to in- 
fluence the Islamic Jihad for the 
Liberation of Palestine , the group 
that bolds U.S. educators Jesse 
Turner and Alarm Steen. 


Hizbollah is believed to be 
parent movement of the extrem- 
ist pro-Iranian factions that hold 
most of the hostages. They in- 
dude six Americans, four Bri- 
tons, two Germans and an Ita- 
lian. 

The longest beid of the captives 
is American journalist Terry 
Anderson, chief Middle East cor- 
respondent of the Associated 
Press who was kidnapped March 
16, 1985. 

“During my recent trip to Iran, 
I felt Iranian desire to resolve the 
issue of the hostages.” Mr. Musa- 
wi told the AP “I felt that they 
would spare no effort in influenc- 
ing tire groups that hold the hos- 
tages to free them.” 

“I also know that the Syrians 
have always been keen on wrap- 
ping up the hostage issue,” he 
added. 


MIDDLE E AST MEWS IN BRIEF 

Turkey: Water not a political weapon 

ANKARA fR) — Turkey, which controls one of the Middle East's 
will never use water as a political weapon, State 
said Saturday. “In the 

water will become more vital commodity m the East than 

oil ” Mr Inan told the semi-official Anatolian news agency. We 
see water as a means of cooperation... not as a primal weapon or 
Ss te PoMcal pressure. We did not consider (using it as a 
ISpon) during the (Guff) war, we will not consider it in the 
future ” Mr Inan said. Turkey’s diversion of the Euphrates River 
folT^onm'lari year to fill the lake behind its new Ataturk Dam 
led to a dispute with the downstream states of- Iraq and Syria. 
Ankara said « made up for the shortfall by releasing before the rat 
more than 500 cubic metres of water a second agreed under a 1987 
protocol with Damascus. Turkey says its 1987 proposal of a peace 
water pipeline” to carry water to Middle East and Gulf sate s from 
its southern Seyhan and Ceyhan rivers can be_a base for future 
stability and economic cooperation in the region. 

Indonesia to check pilgrimage facilities 

JAKARTA (R) Indonesia, whose nationals accounted for over 

a third of the deaths in a tunnel disaster near Mecca last year, will ' 
send an advance team to prepare for this year’s Haj pilgrimage to 
Saudi Arabia, the official An cars news agency said Sunday. It 
quoted Religious Minister Munawir Sjadzali as saying the team 
would in particular look at preventing a repeat of last July's disaster 
when 1,400 pilgrims died in a crowded tunnel close to the Holy City 
of Mecca. The Saudi response at the time, terming it an act of God, 
caused considerable resentment in Indonesia, which is hometo the 
world's largest Muslim population. A Saudi Arabian humanitarian 
group in January promised to provide compensation to the 630 
victims’ families. About 50,000 Indonesian Muslims have so far 
registered to go on this year's pilgrimage. 

Bombs explode in Istanbul 

ANKARA (R) — Bombs damaged the stock exchange building 
and two banks in Istanbul during the night but caused no casualties, 
the Anatolian news agency said Sunday. It said one bomb exploded 
before midnight, dama gin g the entrance to the Istanbul stock 
exchange building and a brokerage house in the same premises in 
the waterfront Karakoy district. Soon afterwards bombs damaged 
branches of two private banks. Is Bank and Yapi Kredi in different 
parts of the city, it said. There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility. The outlawed Dev-Sol (Revolutionary Left) group, 
which said it was behind Friday'd killing of an American 
businessman in Istanbul, claimed it planted six bombs which 
Masted six banks and offices, most with U.S: connections, the 
previous weekend. 

Libya astonished by Ethiopia’s expulsion 

NAIROBI (AP) — Libya says it is astonished by Ethiopia’s 
expulsion of its ambassador and another Libyan diplomat from the 
Horn of African nation and will investigate the action. In a 
statement published by the Libyan news agency JANA and 
broadcast on state-run televirion, Libya expressed its “astonish- 
ment and ignorance of the reasons behind the Ethiopian author- 
ities' measure.” The Saturday broadcast said that according to 
political analysts in Ethiopia's capital, Addis Ababa, Libya was 
suspected of arming Ethiopian rebels who have won two provinces 
and advanced to within 140 kilometres of the capital in a month-old 
offensive. Libya, which has denied any involvement with the 
insurgents, said it had ‘initiated a rigorous investigation to find out 
the heart of the matter.” 

Doctors in Sudan urged to charge less 

KHARTOUM (R) — A cabinet minister has called on doctors in 
, Sudan to charge less in their private clinics. The.Khartourn daily AI 
Guwat Al Mussallabah said Sunday that the cabinet affairs 
minister, Colonel Al Tayeb Mohammad Khair, himself a doctor, 
told specialists employed at the Health Ministry that their fees for 
private patients were tdo much. He told the doctors their work was 
a humanitarian duty and they should charge more reasonable fees. 
Doctors in Khartoum, where the minimum monthly wage is 300 
Sudanese pounds ($66), charge patients at least 100 pounds ($22) a 
visit. 

44 dead in Morocco bus crash 

RABAT (R) — Forty-four people were killed and 18 were injured 
in a collision between a bus and a car on a Moroccan highway near 
Tanjpers Saturday night, Moroccan Television reported. Five of 
the injured were seriously hurt, the TV said, quoting rescue 
workers at the scene. No further details were immediately 
available. 

U.S. businessman charged for Libya deal 

MIAMI (R) — U.S. authorities have charged a Miami aircraft 
executive with illegally shipping aircraft parts to help repair a fleet 
of Libyan transport planes. Duane EgU, 58, who appeared briefly 
in court in Miami on Friday, was ordered held without bail pending 
a hearing in U.S. district court. He is -accused of violating a 
presidential order on trading with Libya. The U.S. Customs 
Service, in a statement to the court, accuses Mr. Egli also of ! 
planning to supply mechanics to repair the fleet of C-130 Hercules 
aircraft and to refit one as a flying command post for Libyan leader , 
Muammar Qadhafi. Mr. EgU was said to own an aircraft repair firm , 
m Belgium, Flanderse Aircraft and Maintenance, and Liberian 
World Airways. The U.S. customs statement said fame made the 1 
deal through a Libyan middleman in Switzerland. Mr. Egli was 
arrested on Thursday by federal agents in Miami. 

Israel on summer time 

raAYiy (AP) — Israelis moved their clocks an hour ahead at 
nudm^t Saturday to start a 160-day period of daylights savings 
time. The extra daylight is expected to save the country millions of 

? Ut ha £- long hcen a ““ra of controversy in 
Israel, where religious Jews object to the uncomfortable exchanges 
it makes in their prayer schedule. Jewish law mandated that 
morning prayers be uttered at daybreak, making it difficult for 

flien get to work on time. By a compromise struck several years 
^V^? wen ! ni * n i camdls summer time early by turning the 
ck«ks back again before the Jewish new year or Rosh Hashanah 
holiday. This year, the clock switches bLk on Aug! 31* 
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Jordan, Algeria agree 
on ways of tackling 
post-Gulf war issues 


ALGERIA (J.T.) — The Alge- 
rian government has displayed 
full understanding of the Jorda- 
nian political stand vis-a-vis Arab 
and international issues, and Am- 
man and Algiers have agreed on 
means of confronting the post- 
war era, according to Foreign 
Minister Taber A] MasrL 

In a telephone call with 
Radio Jordan Mr. Masri, who 
Saturday arrived here for a two- 
day visit, said that the Jordanian 
position, which is well known to 
the Arab countries, has not 
changed and die Jordanian gov- 
ernment advocates the idea of 
Arab countries embarking on 
preparations for the coming 
stage. 

“Jordan’s position with regard 
to the Palestine question remains 
unchanged and Amman believes 
in the need for coordinating Arab 
countries stands with regard to 
this important issue," the minis- 
ter said. 

Mr. Masri had visited Libya be- 
fore going to Algeria in the 
course of a tour of the Arab 
Maghreb Union countries. He 
said that bis trip was designed to 
boost inter-Arab solidarity in the 
post-war era and to pave the 


ground for the March 30 meeting 
at the Arab League headquarters 
in Cairo. 

In his telephone conversation 
with Radio Jordan, Mr. Masri 
said he had discussed with the 
Libyan and Algerian foreign 
ministers the situation m Iraq, 
and it was agreed that tbs Arab 
States should help safeguard 
Iraq’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. 

Commenting on the outcome 
of his visit to Libya, Mr. Masri 
said that Jordan and Libya have 
agreed on means of dealing with 
the coming stage. Amman and 
Tripoli, he said, are about to 
witness a new drapter in their 
relations based on bolstered eco- 
nomic and political cooperation. 

The Arab League meeting in 
Cairo, the first to be held in the 
Egyptian capital after the transfer 
there of the headquarters of the 
Arab League from Tunis, is ex- 
pected to tackle many issues fac- 
ing the Arab World in the wake 
of the Gulf crisis. 

Following his tour in the 
Maghreb Union, Mr. Masri is 
expected to go to Yemen and 
Syria for similar talks. 


Ship harassment still 
goes on in the Red Sea 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A cargo ves- 
sel laden with goods imported 
from northern Europe has been 
intercepted by the naval forces of 
the U.S.-led alliance while on its 
way to the port of Aqaba and 
turned away back, according to 
an official for the Jordan National 
^ Shipping Lines. 

He said that the vessel was 
heading from north Europe to- 
wards Aqaba carrying containers 
with goods imported by Jorda- 
nian merchants when it was inter- 
cepted for inspection. He said 
that when inspection could not be 
done on board, the vessel was 
ordered to bead for Suez in Egypr 
for proper inspection of the con- 
tainers. 

The incident, which occurred 
Friday, Marsh. 22,. was the latest, 
in a series of incidents in which;, 
vessels with Jordah-bound dfrgo' 
were turned back and forced to 


dump their shipments at Jeddah, 
in Saudi Arabia, or Egyptian 
ports where a great deal of the 
goods were either stolen or sold 
in auction without their owners' 
knowledge. 

According to the Shipping 
Agents Association (SAA) in 
Jordan, the interception of ships 
is still being conducted by navy 
vessels from the United Stares. 
France, Spain and Greece. 

SAA President Tawfiq Kawar 
told the Jordan Times recently 
that some of the containers on 
board vessels are normally ship- 
ped at the bottom of the hold 
making it impossible to be 
opened and the contents checked 
unless taken overboard for in- 
spection. 

, Many vessels . with Jordan- 
bound goods stopped coming, to.. 
Aqaba Port since the start of the 
hottiiities in the Gulf region. 


JNRCS, U.S. team 
raise aid for Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A team rep- 
resenting the U.S. Earth Steward 
* Organisation and the Gulf Huma- 
nitarian Relief arrived in Amman 
Sunday on a two-week visit to 
Jordan, during which they will 
visit refugee camps in Jordan and 
meet with people from the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS). 

The team brought in a tonne of 
basic medicine and a quantity of 
baby milk, in addition to cash 
assistance, which the organisa- 
tion’s members raised from the 
United Stares. 

The team’s assistance is the 
first shipment of aid to Jordan, 
which will receive further aid on a 
monthly basis. 

Jordan is the first victim of the 
Gulf crisis after Kuwait and Iraq, 
according to reports by the Un- 


ited Nations officials, who came 
to Jordan to ensure Jordan's 
observance of the U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq and assess the situa- 
tion in the Kingdom. 

In the meantime, a team from 
the JNRCS Sunday left for Bagh- 
dad. The team took to Iraq 43 
tonnes of drugs anti medical sup- 
plies as well as food donated by 
citizens and humanitarian orga- 
nisations. 

The team comprises repre- 
sentatives of the Gulf Peace 
Team, the Quakers and the Man- 
nonites. 

Saturday a convojf of trucks 
carrying 200 tonnes of food and 
drugs, donated by Jordanian 
citizens, left for Baghdad. The 
shipment was organised by the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies. 


* Jordan seeks new 
produce markets 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In view of the 
loss of its traditional markets in 
the Gulf. Jordan is now looking 
for new markets, mainly in 
Europe, where to sell its agri- 
cultural products, according to 
Minister of Agriculture Moham- 
mad Alawneh. 

We have been selling limited 
amounts of products in Europe, 
but this is to be increased. We 
have also made contacts with Iran 
with a view to selling it agricultu- 
ral products, said the minister in a 
*1 statement to the Jordan 'News 
Agency, Petra. 

“Indeed European markets are 
more stable than those in the 
Gulf, and they are being, con- 
tacted by the ministry through the 
private exporters in Jordan and 
through a number of organisa- 
tions affiliated to the ministry," 
Mr. Alawney said. 

The Minisoy of Agriculture, he 
said, is now applying the slogan: 
“We eat what we grow” anti has 
embarked on measures to in- 
crease production, especially of 
{ cereals, which are in great de- 
^ mand in the Kingdom. To 
achieve this goal the ministry is 
leasing land to Jordanian agri- 
culture! engineers who can best 
develop the land for cereal pro- 
duction. 


The state-owned land, includ- 
ing that m the Jordan Valley, he 
said, is being offered for develop- 
ment m exchange for nominal 
fees, and the ministry is providing 
agri cultural requirements to help 
in the production process. 

“Indeed, we are moving from, 
theory into practice and applying 
our policies in word and deed,” 
the minister added. 

Referring to the noticeable rise 
in the prices of vegetables and 
fruits during Ramadan, the minis- 
ter said that crops are now. being 
produced during the transitional 
period between the winter and 
the summer and they are limited 
in quantity. In addition, he said 
that some people are now buying 
three times the amounts, they 
used to buy before Ramadan, 
making it impossible for the sup- 
pliers to meet the demand; hence 
the rise in the prices. 

Referring to the crops brought 
in from the occupied Arab terri- 
tories, the minister said that Jor- 
dan had opened the door for 
agricultural products from the 
Arab producers of the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip, according to 
the local markets needs, and is 
allowing olive oil to pass through 
Jordan on its way for export to 
other countries. 



Three days of heavy rain have turned a public park into a pool ipboto 
by Yousef A! 4 Allan) 


Storm, rain bring 
death toll to eight 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The death toll 
from the storms and the heavy 
rains in the southern regions of 
the Kingdom Sunday rose to 
eight, with the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) reporting 
Sunday that three citizens in the 
Karak region had drowned. 

Local press reports and eyewit- 
nesses said earlier that five peo- 
ple were killed and 80 others 
were injured as a result of land- 
slides and road accidents as well 
as the collapse of bridges, mainly 
in the Tafileh and Karak regions 
which took the brunt of the storm 
that ended Sunday. 

Tafileh and Karak received 
more than 120 millimetres of rain 
in just 48 hours, the highest level 
in the Kingdom, according to the 
Meteorology Department. 

Reports said that SO families in 
th? Wadi Mousa and Wadi A1 
Mujib areas were rescued from 
the streams. 

In Maan, 14 dozens were res- 
cued by CDD men who also took 
to safety the passengers of 30 cars 
which were cut off by the rising 
levels of the water. 


Also in Maan. water inundated 
50 homes, government depart- 
ments and warehouses. 

In Karak, reports spoke of 
bridges and culverts being 
washed away and agricultural 
projects sustaining severe dam- 
age as a result of the storm. 

CDD offirials said that bridges 
over roads in the Wadi Ham mad 
and Wadi Al Abiad were dam- 
aged, while the main bridge at the 
approaches of Karak sustained 
severe damage that led to the 
abruption of traffic. 

In the areas of Maan, Tafileh 
and Karak unspecified numbers 
of farm animals were lost and 
trees were uprooted as a result of 
the rising level of water. 

Schools and community col- 
leges as well as Muta University, 
which is near Karak, remained 
closed Sunday while CDD teams 
were joined by units from the 
Jordanian Armed Forces in the 
rescue operations. Work on re- 
pairing roads, bridges and restor- 
ing water and electricity supplies 
was underway. 


No new laws for 
cars of expatriates 


By Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian expatri- 
ates and Palestinians who lived in 
Iraq and Kuwait before Aug. 2. 
have had a hard time since the 
crisis, but exemption of taxes for 
customs duty on their cars has 
taken a load off the expatriate 
back. 

“We have been very lucky in 
that aspect because, as far as I 
know, nowhere in the world does 
a country waiver customs,” said a 
Jordanian at a gasoline station in 
Wadi Saqra. 

The customs in Jordan range 
from 100 per cent to up to 300 per 
cent of the car list price, depend- 
ing on the car (engine) size. 
According to officials, “because 
the customs is so high and be- 
cause the expatriates lost all their 
belongings and money, we cannot 
force them to pay.” 

However, the expatriates have 
been paying road tax, according 
to the official, which gives them 
the right to use Jordanian roads. 
This ranges from JD 20 or JD 30 
up to JD 55 every three months, 
depending on the engine size. 

“I pay JD 37 every three 
months, KhaJed, a Palestinian 


said with a smile that implied “I 
am glad I only have one car.” He 
added: “I am afraid though, that 
Jordan may impose: customs on 
our car. Of course I would like to 
go to Kuwait but now I do not 
think of going. 

Rumors that expatriates will 
soon have to pay customs have 
been circulating strongly and 
have brought fear and confusion 
as to what is “the best of two 
evils.” 

“To go back to Kuwait and 
face the problems or to stay here 
(in Jordan) and not be able to 
pay?” asked Abdullah who is the 
owner for three cars. 

But a Jordanian official main- 
tained this rumor holds no 
ground. “Nothing new has hap- 
pened. We are not forcing the 
expatriates to pay. If they (expat- 
riates) decide to stay in the 
country, that is another m alter 
and it becomes a national deci- 
sion and the government should 
take a stand. But there is nothing 
new." 

No precise figure is available 
on the number of cars with the 
Iraq-Kuwait licence planes, but 
one estimate put it at 12,000. 
Another official said there are 
tens of thousands of such cars. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Islamic centre honoured 

AMMAN (Petra) — The University of Jordan's Documentation 
and Manuscripts Department has received an award from the 
Islamic History, Arts and Culture Research Centre in Istanbul, 
Turkey, in appreciation of the Jordanian centre’s efforts aimed at 
conserving and preserving important historical documents. The 
director of the Islamic centre in Istanbul expressed, in a letter he 
sent to the director of the centre at the university, his thanks fpr 
and appreciation of the centre and voiced hope that cooperation 
between the two centres would be enhanced. 

Sudanese hpnour Crown Prince 

KHARTOUM (Petra) — A Sudanese doctor has set up a special 
medical compound, named after His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. .Col. Doctor Babakr Abdallah, who established 
the compound, said that Prince Hassan had made a great 
contribution towards establishing this compound. He added that 
Jordan had promised to train Sudanese cadres, who will be 
working at the compound. He said that the first phase of the 
compound was about to be completed thanks to the great support 
the compound executors are receiving from the Sudanese 
National Salvation Front, be said. Col. Babakr also said that the 
medical compound would perform major operations such as the 
removal of tumours, transplant of pacemakers, lung operations, 
removal of artery blockages and transplant of arteries. 

Arabiyat opens Ramadan market 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat Tuesday opens Ramadan’s charitable 
market, which will be held in the Amman International Car 
Exhibition ball. 

JLA organises book exhibition 

IRBID (Petra) — President of Jordan Library Association (JLA) 
Anwar Akroush Sunday opened a book exhibition organised by 
the JLA. Hie four-day exhibition is aimed at raising contributions 
for Iraq. 


Jordan braces for resuming 
key role for Iraqi food imports 


By P.V. Vrv ekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The lifting of inter- 
national sanctions against food 
exports and some other essentials 
to Iraq is expected to spark a run 
on food reserves in the Jordanian 
market pending the actual arrival 
of Iraq-bound imports, business- 
men and officials say. 

At the same time, it also means 
increased business for many sec- 
tors and a partial revival of the 
Kingdom’s dormant transport 
sector, which was mostly depen- 
dent on Iraq's imports through 
the port of Aqaba. 

The U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee's decision on Friday to ease 
the sanctions 3gainst Iraq, im- 
posed after its Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait, “is a welcome develop- 
ment which will not only alleviate 
the suffering of the Iraqis but will 
also revive Jordan’s commercial 
sector.” said Mamdouh Abu Has- 
san, head of the Jordan Business- 
men’s Association. 

Officials, meanwhile, denied 
reports that Jordan had stock- 
piled vast amounts of foodstuff at 
its warehouses in anticipation of 
the lifting of the Sanctions. 

“It is true that some items 
which were bound for Iraq had 
been kept back because of our 
adherence to the Sanctions Re- 
solution. and these will be re- 
leased now,” said one official. 
But there is no truth in reports 
that the Kingdom's stores are full 
of products to be sent to Iraq.” 


The Sanctions Committee, in 
its decision Friday, lifted restric- 
tions on essential goods to Iraq 
and agreed to ease the ban on 
fuel, generators and spare parts 
to repair war purification equip- 
ment, operate vehicles and make 
humanitarian aid effective. 

The committee, however, said 
it would still have to be informed 
of food shipments but would not 
have to give advance approval of 
each consignment. 

A steady stream of relief sup- 
plies — food, water, medicine 
and fuel — has been flowing to 
Iraq from Jordan in coordination 
with international and local agen- 
cies such as the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent, but nowhere near 
the actual volume of require- 
ments of the IS million Iraqis. 

Foodstuffs from Iran, Turkey 
and Syria could also be found in 
the Baghdad market but at very 
high prices. With the easing of 
the embargo, market prices are 
expected to gradually go down — 
one of the key priorities of the 
Iraqi government. 

A senior Iraqi official has 
emphasised the need to arrange 
quick deliveries of food to the 
country. “It is important that 
there should not be any delay in 
the measures to lift the embargo 
on food supplies, because any 
delay...would inflict harm on our 
people," Baghdad Radio quoted 
Vice-President Taha Mohieddin 
Ma’arouf as saving late Saturday 
(it was also an official confirma- 
tion that Mr. Ma'arouf. - Kurd. 


retained his post as vice-president 
in Saturday’s reshuffle of the 
government in Iraq). 

In view of the strain in Iraq's 
relations with Iran. Turkey and 
Syria over the civil unrest as well 
as the situation on the goumd in 
the north. Jordan is the key route 
for Iraqi imports. 

Mr. Abu Has&an expressed 
hope that the naval task force in 
the Red Sea enforcing the sanc- 
tions on Iraq would ease its proc- 
edures of inspecting goods bound 
for Iraq and allow for quicker 
despatch of supplies to Iraq. 

“Much depends on the attitude 
of the naval force in the Red 
Sea.” he said. “They could delay 
shipments if they want to by 
raising technical questions related 
to (he cargo. But I hope that they 
understand the seriousness of the 
situation in Iraq and act accor- 
dingly.” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

Many Jordanian importers 
have already established contact 
with European and Far Eastern 
suppliers for goods to be sent to 
Iraq. “We have given the green 
signal for the loading of foodstuff 
onto three ships at three different 
pons, and we expect them to 
dock at Aqaba by April 10.” said 
a prominent Jordanian importer. 
“Of course, we have to go by the 
regulations and procedures set up 
by the U.N. and we will be doing 
so.” he added. 

Another businessman expected 
the Iraqi government to act 
through Joidanian banks and 


middlemen, in view of tbc freeze 
imposed on Iraq’s foreign bank 
accounts and assets and of the 
devastation of the Iraqi telecom- 
munications system, to get is 
requirements of food and other 
essentials. 

There is no indication what- 
soever of Iraq's ability to pay in 
cash for its imports and whether it 
has enough foreign exchange to 
facilitate imports. 

In any event, much depends on 
how soon the U.N. moves to 
organise a mechanism to super- 
vise supplies to Iraq as demanded 
by the Sanctions Committee. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (1CRC), which 
has been spearheading the inter- 
national relief effort for Iraq, said 
it would continue its present acti- 
vities until the U.N. sets up a 
system in place to oversee relief 
supplies to the embattled coun- 
try- 

“We work in emergency situa- 
tions as well as where nobody else 
is doing the job,” said Werner 
Kaspar, the chief ICRC delegate 
in Amman. "There ri no doubt 
that an emergency exists in Iraq 
and our traditional mission is of 
extending assistance to hospitals 
and health services.” 

“Our parallel effort — that of 
sending food, water and other 
supplies — will continue until the 
U.N. establishes its system to 
supervise the process," he said. 
“And then our focus will shift to 
our traditional mission.” 


Glass factory expects export boost 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The glass factory 
near Amman last year produced 

10.000 tonnes of tinted glass. 80 
per cent of which was exported to 
Arab and foreign countries, but 
the coming two years are ex- 
pected to witness a great boost in 
exports, according to company 
Managing Director Farhi Obeid. 

“In fact, the Gulf crisis created 
immense obstacles in the path of 
glass exports, especially to the 
Arab countries in the Gujf, but 
the company is compensating the 
loss of these markets by selling 
more to the African Arab states," 
Mr. Obeid told the Jordan Times. 

“We are now selling tinted 
glass to Egypt, which takes up to 
40 per cent of the total produc- 
tion, Tunisia, Libya, Yemen and 
Sudan, and last year we sold 

15.000 tonnes of broken glass to 
Luxembourg, earning SI mil- 
lion,” Mr. Obeid said. 

"The Jordanian market does 
not need the broken glass, only 
plain and tinted glass, but Euro- 
pean countries do need this pro- 
duct," he said. 


“Plans are under way for sell- 
ing up to 90.000 tonnes of broken 
glass to Luxembourg which, like 
other countries, use the product 
in industry in the manufacture of 
fibre glass and in road pavement 
among other uses.” Mr. Obeid 
added. 

“The shipment of Jordanian 
glass sold to Libya. Egypt. Sudan 
and Tunisia are sent via ferry 
boats that travel from Aqaba to 
Nuweibeh. in Sinai, where they 
are carried to their destination by 
trucks,” Mr. Obeid explained.' 

"80 per cent of the total 
amount of raw materials used in 
.the manufacture of the glass com- 
es from sites near or around the 
factory near Maan. 300 workers 
and engineers, all Jordanians, are 
mostly from the southern regions 
around Maan,” Mr. Obeid said. 

He said that due to the harass- 
ment of ships in Aqaba the glass 
factory is now importing the re- 
maining 20 per cent of materials 
via Syria. 

According to Mr. Obeid. the 
glass factory is now taking steps 
to produce fibre glass, which has 
a wide market in Jordan and 
abroad, and a local company is 
expected to submit a feasibility 


study on the project before furth- 
er action can be taken. 

Mr. Obeid also said that the 
giass factory was going ahead 
with plans to produce vials and 
other giass products. like bottles, 
plates, water glasses and 
ashtrays, and a feasibility study is 
expected to be conducted once 
the bids of eight foreign firms 
have been completed and submit- 
ted. Mr. Obeid expected the 
feasibility study to be ready in 
two months. 

“The glass factory is now con- 
ducting maintenance work with- 
out interruption to the produc- 
tion lines." he said. 

Mr. Obeid said that the glass 
factory sustained losses in the 
past year, as a result of the loss of 
the Gulf markets and the embar- 
go imposed on Iraq and Jordan 
during the crisis which prevented 
the factory from exporting or 
importing raw materials. 

In 1989 the factory made a JD 
1.5 million profit and this year 
there is a great hope that the 
factory will make big profits. The 
factory, he said, sold glass esti- 
mated at JD 4 million down from 
JD 5 million as average in the 
past years. 


Andreotti 

(Continued from page 1) 

in the 1970s. yet it signed the 
Camp David accords for peace 
with Egypt. 

Egypt’s Foreign Ministry 
issued a statement Sunday saying 
Israel's policy to increase settle- 
ments on the occupied territories 
raises doubts about the Jewish 
state’s desire to reach a peaceful 
solution in the Middle East. 

The statement, attributed to a 
responsible source at the minis- 
try, said: 

“The Israeli government's con- 
tinued settlement activity will in- 
crease tension in the occupied 
Arab territories and undermines 
sincere efforts currently exerted 
to push forward the peace process 
in the Middle East.” 

The source was commenting on 
recent reports in the Israeli media 
that hardline Housing Minister 
Ariel Sharon intends to build 

12,000 housing units on the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

“This news makes us wonder 
especially because it comes at a 
time when all forces seeking 
peace are pushing for a settle- 
ment based on justice which 
would guarantee the Palestinian 
people's national rights including 
self-determination,” the state- 
ment said. 


Bridges timings changed 

AMMAN (Petra) — King Hussein and Prince Mohammad 
bridges on the River Jordan open at 7 a.m. instead of 8 a.m. as of 
Sunday (yesterday). The new measure was implemented follow- 
ing the shift to summer time by the Israeli occupation authorities. 


Rebellion 

(Continued from page 1) 

abroad claim the rebels have seized 
nearly all Iraq’s Kurdish region. 

Ayatollah Khoei said: ‘‘It is clear 
for all Muslims that killing a Muslim 
and looting the properties of Muslims 
is an unacceptable act. As a Muslim I 
cannot approve it. 

“As a Muslim, I did not and cannot 
approve such acts.” 

He said be had asked President 
Saddam to issue a general amnesty 
for rioters. “This attitude was carried 
out by ignorant*. This (the amnesty) 
would be a favour for this people — 
an amnesty was requested to be 
issued covering all those' who possess 
arms and asking them to give up their 
arms.” 

During the journalists' tour in Na- 
jaf, no rioting was seen. Many gov- 
ernment buildings and institutions 
were destroyed or severely damaged. 

People criticised the anti- 
government forces. “They are hooli- 
gans motivated by egoist ill-intentions 
and personal enmities," said a 
middle-aged woman shopper. 

Others said that rioters were sup- 
ported by Iran, which denies in- 
tervention. “I have seen two pick-ups 
(trucks) with Tehran plate numbers 
distributing arms among rioters,” 
another said. 

Governor Abdul Rahman AI Douri 
told reporters that the Holers had 
infiltrated from Iran where they re- 
ceived weapons. He accused them of 
having attacked hospitals, murdering 
patients. “They have even killed chil- 
dren. innocent children, imagine," he 
said. 

The rebels dahned Sunday the 
Iraqi president was reinforcing Bagh- 
dad with units of his loyal Republican 
Guard following hit-and-run raids 
and anti-government protests there. 

Opposition sources, speaking in 
Damascus, also reported fighting in 
Iraq's second dty of Basra in the 
south, its third largest city of Mosul in 
the north and Najaf and Karbala. 


One opposition group claimed de- 
monstrators look to the streets of 
Baghdad Saturday calling for Presi- 
dent Saddam's resignation and conde- 
mning the reshuffled government he 
had just announced. 

Jalal Talabani, leader of the Patrio- 
tic Union of Kurdistan, asserted re- 
bels were in full control of Kurdish 
areas. 

Mr. Talabani left Damascus Thurs- 
day for Iraq but was forced to stay in 
the northern Syrian dty of Kamishi. 
Heavy ram which swepi the region in 
the last four days was described as the 
reason for his stay there. 

Sovereignty 

(Continued from page 1) 
resolution like this American 
proposal," it said. 

The government daily Al. 
Jomhouriyah accused Washing- 
ton of trying to impose its hege- 
mony “not only in Iraq but the 
whole incemationa] community." 

“What the U.S. aims at is not 
ending the state of war in the 
Gulf region or guarantees for a 
permanent ceasefire,” said Al 
Iraq, (he Kurdish newspaper. “It 
is seeking with all methods and 
twisted means to rob Iraq of its 
sovereignty and shackle its peo- 
ple with chains of slavery." 

President George Bush insists 
the United States has no direct 
role in unrest in Iraq, but he is 
sending signals to dissidents that 
he would welcome a new Iraqi 
leader interested in “the ways of 
peace.” 

“I think it’s fair to say that 
there’s enormous consternation 
and tuimoil inside Iraq today,” 
Mr. Bush told journalists late on 
Saturday at the White House. He 
added: “We’re playing no part in 
that, but it shows... great unrest 
with the rule of Saddam Hussein” 
(see page 2). 




BUCHAREST INTERNATIONAL FAIR 
ROMANIA 

CONSUMER GOODS - TIBCO 
May 30 - June 6, 1991 

BUCHAREST INTERNATIONAL FAIR 
— CONSUMER GOODS 

• a favourable opportunity to extend the relations 
with Romanian companies 

• a unique occasion to get a direct knowledge of 
Romania’s production and export potentialities 

• an open possibility to collaborate with the Roma- 
nian companies for expanding international 
trade relations 

• a reputed economic event rallying businessmen 
and specialists from numerous countries from all 
over the world 

Visiting hours: 

Daily: between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
GROUPS OF PRODUCTS 

• light industry products 

• chemical and petrochemical goods 

• furniture and building materials 

• foodstuffs 

• textile machines 

• woodworking machines 

• motor cars 

• technical consumer goods 

For further details, please contact: 

The Commercial Section of the Romanian 
Embassy in Amman. 

Telephone: 663161. 

Telex: 21860 Romcom Jo. 
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When it rains, 
it pours 


HEAVY rainstorms daring the past 72 hours raised to about 
the annual average the amount of rainwater which Jordan 
expects each year, and as such they have brought with them 
a blessing for our people and the whole water-thirsty region. 
But, on the other hand, the rains have brought with them 
suffering and misery for many who actually prayed for their 
fall, especially in southern regions of the Kingdom where 
reports say at least eight people drowned and more than 80 
were injured as well as others who are missing. In addition, 
vast areas of agricultural land are reported to have 
sustained heavy damage as did many agricultural installa- 
tions, while many of the culverts and the bridges built over 
the roads and streams in the south were washed away by 
heavy floods and raging streams. The inhabitants of 
low-lying areas had to be rescued and evacuated to safer 
ground, while farmers lost many of their livestock, accord- 
ing to the reports. While admitting that natural disaster s 
like this one are bound to happen without giving us enough 
time to avert them, one can only point out that since rain can 
be considered a normal phenomenon and an nnm»«l 
occurrence in winter time, it is only reasonable to think and 
to say that precautionary measures concerning people 
inhabiting low-lying areas could have been taken. Mainte- 
nance of roads, bridges as well as culverts and other 
facilities to drain away the rainwater and prevent flooding 
could be done on a regular basis before the winter season in 
anticipation of floods. Apart from the loss of life, the 
countiy which has replenished its aquifers and reservoirs 
behind the dams has sustained damage estimated at millions 
of dinars. The concerned parties like the ministries of public 
works, and municipalities, the Civil Defence Department as 
well as farm owners themselves are to blame for falling to 
take proper action in this regard: and, if anything, the loss 
because of the storms points to lack of coordination among 
these parties who are confronted with the same situation 
year after year. They should realise that it takes only a little 
investment in time before the rainy season to save a great 
deal later on. The Civil Defence Department in particular 
has got to get its act together since they were many daims 
over the past two days that emergency help failed to reach 
outlying areas in the south and there were persistent reports 
yesterday that several people stranded there could not be 
reached or rescued until late last night. It is not enough to 
demand that the government compensate the farmers and 
other citizens for their losses as a result of the damage they 
sustain due to weather conditions as has been the practice so 
far and as has been demanded by some writers in the local 
press. What is badly needed now is awareness as to the need 
or addressing the situation, and practical steps to help us 
avoid a repetition in the coming seasons. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE Gulf war officially ended with ihc destruction of Iraq's 
economic and social infrastructure, but Washington's war on Iraq 
is far from over, said Al Ra'i Arabic daily Sunday. America's war 
on Iraq has entered a new phase represented in starving the Iraqi 
people and forcing the Iraqi leadership to give up aims and 
weapons with which ii can defend the Iraqi people, the paper 
noted. Despite the elapse of several weeks following the ceasefire 
in the war. the U.N. Security Council has not yet reached a 
resolution on a formal ceasefire that would give Iraq a breathing 
space, the paper pointed out. It said that the United States is 
determined to obstruct any resolution on a ceasefire because it 
wants to impose its own humiliating conditions on the Iraqis and 
render Baghdad helpless. In contrast, the United States is not 
demanding from Israel the same conditions about its own 
weapons, it is condoning Israel's continued occupation of Arab 
lands in Palestine and is not taking any steps towards im- 
plementing U N. Security Council resolutions concerning Pales- 
tine. the paper noted. The paper called the readers attention to 
this situation and also to recent Israeli leaders* statements that 
they would give up no land in return for an end to the state of war 
with the Arab states, and they would never recognise the rights of 
the Palestinians in their homeland. It said that the Arab countries 
ought to take joint action now to put an end to Israel's arrogance, 
and enable the Palestinians to regain their own rights in 
implementation of Security Council resolutions. 

The veil that concealed the true face of Iran has at last fallen to 
reveal that it is ruled by a tyrannical political party that has been 
hiding its true nature behind Islam, claiming to be the only 
advocate of religion in the whole world, says a columnist in Al 
Duslour daily Sunday. Mohammad Daoudieh says that the 
Muslims of the world had been hoping that Iran would come to 
the help of the Iraqi people in their plight and in their 
confrontation with the great satan. but what happened was that 
Tehran rushed after the war to get a piece of cake, and when it 
was denied that it turned to its own means of ensuring its role in 
Iraq. The writer says that the Arab and Islamic worlds were 
shocked to hear about the Iranian actions, and their stabbing in 
the back of the Iraqi people after the Gulf war. The Iranians have 
nol only sent in their trouble makers with arms to cause 
disturbances in southern Iraq, but have now announced their 
refusal to return Iraqi planes and pilots: and is taking a hostile 
stand vis-a-vis Baghdad in a flagrant act of treachery, the writer 
continues. Indeed, he says, the Tehran leadership has proved to 
the world that it is turning the Iranian nation into one that can 
only follow in the pattern of other countries that embody 
conspiracies and acts of intimidation among other tactics to 
achieve its own goals. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Time ripe for international conference 


ONE truly wonders what does Washington see to be so objection- 
able in the holding of a U.N. Security Council-sponsored confer- 
ence on the Middle East that it keeps pushing the ideas away. 

The now famous excuse for rejecting the conference idea has 
been coined time again as a time factor in the sense that rime, we 
are told, is inappropriate to convene such a meeting. Such an 
explanation does not really hold much water in view of die fact that 
24 years have passed since Israel began its occupation of Arab 
territories and its annexation of Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, 
if anything, time is overdue and not inappropriate. What is worse, 
from the rime factor point of view, is that Tel Aviv has frustrated 
every conceivable peaceful attempt to settle the Arab-Israeli 
conflict beginning with the Dr. Jarring mission in the late sixties to 
U.S. Secretary of State James Baker's own desparate initiative 
a couple of years ago. 

Against such a backdrop and in the light of Israel's continued 
rejection of every conceivable initiative, surely time has become 
ripe and propitious to push ahead for a solution to the Palestinian 
case and the broader Arab-1 sraeli conflict in a more forceful and 
determined manner. It so happens that a meeting between the 
parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict under the aegis of the U.N. 
Security Council can provide the very mechanism to proceed 
expeditiously with the task of solving once and for all the 
decades-long conflicts of the Middle East. When all fails. Washing- 


ton and the -other capitals with dout should be prepared to 
entertain such an operational mechanism as provided by the 
conference idea under the U.N. umbrella, rather than shun it 
away. As the parties to the conflict are projected to pursue their 
own respective bilateral negotiations under the broad umbrella of 
the conference, there can be no harm whatsoever in giving the 
international conference forum a chance to succeed when every- 
thing else had been tried and failed till this point in tune. 

Washington and Tel Aviv are the only two capitals which are still 
on record as opposing the convening of an international conference 
on the Middle East. This harmonisation of positions between the 
two countries cannot be coincidental or fortuitous. More likely 
than not. the U.S. negative vote on the idea is due to the Israeli 
rejection of the very notion of being crammed into an international 
conference under the spotlight of the international community for 
fear of becoming accountable to the international community for 
every untenable position that it takes in the negotiating process. If 
Israeli fears about the conference can be dispelled, then Washing- 
ton can be talked into accepting the international conference 
principle. When that big order is accomplished, then, no doubt, 
Washington, would remove its reservations about holding such a 
conference. Or one can proceed to address this opposition to the 
conference methodology the other way around, namely, to 
convince the U.S. first about the functionality and usefulness of the 


Glaspie tells her version of 
meeting with President Saddam 


WASHINGTON — Iraqi presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein was con- 
vinced last July that the United 
States would go to war in the Gulf 
if necessary, but he may have 
Ix'ieved he could win. the U.S. 
ambassador to Iraq. April Glas- 
pie. said March 21. 

“I'm absolutely sure that he 
knew that we would fight... that 
be knew we meant business... I 
think it is quite possible he truly 
believed he could beat us." Glas- 
pie told the House Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on Europe 
and the Middle East. The 
“sycophants around Saddam” 
were trying to prove Iraqi 
weapons could compete with 
American arms, she said. 

Glaspie said she repeatedly 
warned Saddam Hussein last 
summer against using violence to 
settle his border dispute with 
Kuwait. “I thold him our policy 
was that we would defend our 
vital interests.” She said, “We 
did not realise .he would be so 
foolish as to ignore our repeated 
and crystal clear warnings... I 
don’t take comfort that every- 
body else that I was working with 
in Baghdad, including the Arab 
ambassadors, came to that same 
wrong conclusion.” 

Her testimony March 21 was 
scrutinised by congressmen, some 
challenging and others defending 
the administration's policies on 
Iraq before its Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Representative Lee Hamilton 
(Democrat of Indiana) cited a 
series of administration state- 
ments to try to show the United 
States gave conflicting signals. 
Hamilton said that after Iraq had 
massed troops near the Kuwaiti 
border, U.S. officials had stated 
publicly that the United States 
had no defence commitments 
with Kuwait and that if force 
were used Washington would be 
extremely concerned. 

"It is a record that confused 
me. If it confused ibis subcom- 
mittee... it is not unreasonable 
for me to think it might confuse 
Saddam Hussein as well," Hamil- 
ton said. 

Representative Tom Lantos 
(Democrat of California) said 
that despite Hussein's massed 
20.000 Iraqi soldiers on the bor- 
der of Kuwait, there was a “per- 
sistent theme by the State De- 
partment that this man can be 
dealt with... You tell us that you 
were sure that Saddam Hussein 


By Anthony Nutting 

WAGING war against Iraq 
may be a risky business for the 
West. But winning the peace 
could be infinitely more 
dangerous. We all know what 
should be done to secure a 
peace settlement in the Middle 
East now the war is over. But 
is there really the will to do it? 

The omens are. to say Ok least, 
not promising. Ture, the 
Americans have incurred a 
substantial debt to their Arab 
allies in the war against Sad- 
dam Hussein. But on top of all 
their existing commitments to 
Israel, they have also run up a 
large debt to the government 
of Yitzhak Shamir for its for- 
bearance under fire from Iraqi 
missile attacks on Israeli dries. 
And all our experience over 
the last four decades of the 
Zionist influence in the U-S. 
Congress leaves os in no doubt 
as to which of these debts will 
be repaid and winch dishon- 
oured when the time comes. 

Add to this the fact that the 
PLO, by backing Iraq from the 


knew that we would move mili- 
tarily... Very few people were 
sure that we would move militari- 
ly, on this committee or in this 
country,” Lantos said. 

But Glaspie said Saddam Hus- 
sein clearly indicated that he 
understood the U.S. position in 
his two-hour meeting with her at 
the Iraqi presidency July 25. “He 
railed against what he believed 
we were threatening” — Amer- 
ican militarism, neo-imperialism, 
fleets in the Gulf — “in a whole 
series of comments," she said. He 
had clearly “derided on that day 
or the day before, for the first 
time, that we really would fight if 
we had to,” she said. “Saddam 
had no question in his mind. I'm 
absolutely convinced of that.” 

Glaspie said that in their only 
private meeting, barely one week 
before Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, 
the Iraqi leader abruptly aban- 
doned his tirade after he held a 
50-minute telephone conversa- 
tion -with Egyptian President 
Hosrii Mubarak. Returning to the 
meeting room. Saddam Hussein 
gave, “an unconditional pledge” 
not to use force against Kuwait — 
a pledge later repeated to her by 
two top Iraqi officials on July 28 
and 29, Glaspie said. 

Glaspie said the extraordinary 
turnabout came after Saddam 
Hussein 'complained to me for 
one hour about fleet movements 
and American neo-imperialism 
and militarism.” He made “a 
long list of points." many of 
which appear in the Iraqi version 
of the meeting, Glaspie said. She 
said she was about one quarter 
through responses to that list 
“when he left the room, went to 
speak to the president of Egypt, 
and came back and in effect said 
“We’re not going to do it. It’s all 
over." Glaspie said that when she 
attempted to respond further to 
his charges, he said, basically, “I 
want you to leave." 

Chronicling the events leading 
up to the extraordinary two-hour 
exchange. Glaspie said that on 
JoJy 18 the Department of State in 
Arab 

July 18 the Depart of State in 
Washington publicly and private- 
ly warned Iraq in a written policy 
statement that the U.S. would 
continue to defend its interests in 
the region. Glaspie said she per- 
sonally delivered the U.S. policy 
statement to the highest Iraqi 
official available to her in Bagh- 
dad. Deputy Foreign Minister 


Nizar Hamdoon. 

On July 24. Glaspie said, at the 
request of the government of the 
United Arab Emirates, the U.S. 
announced a joint military opera- 
tion in the Gulf. “At midnight 
that night I was convoked, and 
protests were made. 1 was asked 
if it was also true that our fleet 
had redeployed." Glaspie re- 
counted. 

That morning, (July 25th), 
when the Foreign Ministry offi- 
cially opened. Glaspie said, she 
returned with a statement by. 
State Department spokesman 
Margaret Tutwiler in which the 
U.S. called for a peaceful settle- 
ment of Iraq's disputes with its 
neighbours. “Iraq and others 
know that there is no place for 
coercion and intimidation in a 
civilised world,” read the Tutwil- 
er statement which Glaspie hand- 
ed to Deputy Foreign Minister 
Hamdoon. 

“I asked that if it hadn't 
already arrived at the presidency 
tbat .it be taken theire im- 
mediately. About an hour lateral 
was called to see the president?*’ 
Glaspie recounted. 

“Now, during that meeting, did 
he say specifically he would not 
use force... or invade Kuwait?" 
asked Hamilton. 

“Yes, sir.” Glaspie replied. 

“And that was not a condition- 
al statement of any land. It was 
just a flat, dear, plain statement: 
We will not invade Kuwait, is that 
correct?” Hamilton pressed. 

“There certainly is no question 
(of conditionality) about it.” 
Glaspie responded. 

She pointed out that not only 
she but President Mubarak and 
Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd con- 
firm identical understandings in 
separate conversations with Sad- 
dam Hussein. Moreover, she 
said, two different Iraqi minis- 
ters, including Hussein Kamel, 
on July 28 and 29. “said flatly, 
‘We are not going to use troops.”’ 

“But you never said to him 
(Saddam Hussein), ‘Mr. Presi- 
dent, if you go across the line 
with your forces into Kuwait, we 
will fight,'” Hamilton asked. 

“Absolutely not. I did not need 
to say that. If I had felt that I 
needed to say that, I would have 
asked the (U.S.) president — 
after the meeting — for permis- 
sion to say that,'* Glaspie re- 
sponded. “I have no doubt m my 
mind that he knew that we meant 
business. And certainly, it’s up to 


the (U.S.) president, not up to 
me, to decide how to execute the 
policy." 

In her testimony to the House 
subcommittee, Glaspie was asked 
whether she was aware that after 
the Iraqi transcript was made 
public on Sept. 11, an unidenti- 
fied senior State Department offi- 
cial was quoted in The New York 
Times as having said it was 
“essentially correct.’’ 

She said she did not know who 
said that or why. She said that the 
official perhaps meant the “con- 
text” was generally correct, but 
that, as far as she was concerned, 
about 20 per cent of the content 
was either distorted, falsified, or 
dropped. 

Asked by Representative 
Steven Solarz (Democrat of New 
York) if she would now object to- 
having the cable reporting her 
meeting with the Iraqi president 
turned over to the Foreign 
Affairs committee on a classified 
basis. Glaspie said she would 
object.*- • 

“In my -25 years in diplomacy I , 
have' not been personally aware 
of a case where any government 

— no matter what the temptation 

— has issued such a transcript, 
other than Saddam Hussein's 
government.” said Glaspie. "The 
reason, of course is credibility." 

Solarz challenged Glaspie’s 
objections. “I would hope the 
chairman at some point will con- 
sider the possibility of issuing a 
subpoena to obtain the cable, in 
the event it's not possible to get it 
through more friendly means," 
he said, “because I think these 
points could have been cleared up 
without breaching diplomatic 
confidentiality." 

“I think the State Department 
did a very serious disservice to 
the president's own efforts to 
counter this (Iraqi) exercise in 
disinformation and also a fun- 
damental disservice to Ambassa- 
dor Glaspie.” Solarz noted later. 

“I guess if I weren’t so angry. 
I’d find this whole thing hila- 
rious,” Representative William 
Goodiing (Republican of Penn- 
sylvania) interjected. “If Saddam 
Hussein had any question in his 
mind as to where we stood in the 
United States, it had to come 
from 535 members of the Con- 
gress of the United States — not 
the administration or anybody 
else, because we micro-manage 
all the time.” . 

• — U.S. Information Agency. 


conference mechanism as a prelude to soliciting Israel's endorse- ; 
mem of this route for the settlement of its conflicts with the Arab 
parties. 

■Whatever is the scenario adopted to rectify the U-S. -Israeli 
anamoly on the Security Council’s sponsored peace talks, tune is 
anything but inappropriate to proceed ahead with full speed to end 
the problems of the Middle East. This does not to suggest that time 
cannot be taken or should not be taken to conduct the necessary 
preparatory work for convening the elusive conference. On the 
contrary, preparatory work would be necessary before a full- 
fledged conference on the Middle East could be held. What is 
urgently called for now is the decision to hold ‘such international 
negotiations and then to begin the process of preparing for the 
conference including the framework of its agenda and the 
breakdown of negotiations on topical basis or otherwise. The main 
thin g is to mire a formal decision on holding a conference and that 
would serve as a stimulus for the additional decisions that need to 
be taken to make the conference idea a success. 

The sticking point will always be to to win at least Tel Aviv’s 
acceptance of negotiating peace with the Arab parties under the 
umbrella of U.N. Security Council if not its blessings. Without 
Israel’s wholehearted acceptance, the conference idea is doomed 
before it even begins. 


U.S. administration 
seeks to destabilise 
Iraqi leadership 


By Charles Al dinger 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON— Despite U.S. 
promises to keep out of Iraq's 
domestic turmoil, analysts say the 
downing of two Iraqi warplanes 
by American jets this week sig- 
nalled a firm push for the ouster 
of President Saddam Hussein. 

Defence and political experts 
said Washington doesn’t warn to 
be seen as meddling in the power 
struggles of war-shattered Iraq 
but is anxious to see Saddam 
gone and an end to the bloody 
rebellion against him after the 
Gulf war. 

“We are tightening the 
screws," said Jim Blackwell of 
the Centre for Strategic and In- 
ternational Studies in Washing- 
ton, one of several analysts who 
said the downed Iraqi planes 
appeared to pose no military^, 
threat to U.S.-led allied forces... 

■ The United States told Iraq as^ 
a condition of the ceasefire terms 
agreed March 3 that it must keep 
its combat aircraft on the ground 
or risk having them shot down by 
allied forces, which still occupy 15 
per cent of southern Iraq. 

The allies ousted Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait in a six-week war 
that ended in four days of ground 
fighting in late February. 

As of Friday, U.S. aircraft had 
not attacked the combat helicop- 
ters the Pentagon says Iraq is 
using against Shi'ite rebels in the 
south and Kurdish insurgents in 
the north. But analysts inter- . 
viewed by Reuters said America's 
message was made clear enough 
in the downing? of an Iraqi SU-22 
jet on Wednesday and another on 
Friday. 

“Saddam has only two choices: 
Use his air force and tanks to beat 
the rebels, or wind up losing," 
said Former U.S. Assistant De- 
fence Secretary Larry Korb. “We 
want him to go, but we don’t 
want to pull the trigger. 

“We are being very careful. 
The Idea is to leave Saddam so 
weakened in the eyes of his peo- 
ple that he will seek safe passage 
out of the country,” added Mar- 
•tin Indyk of the Washington Insti- 
tute for Near East Policy. 

Most experts said the attack 
jets downed by U.S. fighters over 
.northern Iraq this week posed no 


The core issue of a new world order 


start of the current confronta- 
tion, has forfeited whatever 
small sympathy it might hither- 
to have enjoyed in Washing- 
ton, as well as alienating their 
Saudi, Egyptian and Syrian 
supporters and paymasters; 
and the chances of adequate 
pressure being put on Israel to 
concede justice and independ- 
ence for the Palestinians 
appear slim indeed. Washing- 
ton’s silence in the face of 
Shamir’s recent reaffirmation 
that Israel will boycott any 
international conference on 
Palestine and his introduction 

to the Israeli cabinet of a party 
leader dedicated to the expul- 
sion of Arabs from Palestine is 
not an encouraging sign. 

Appearance of hypocrisy 

It is difficult not to feel 
cynical when President Bush 
declares that a new world 
order wfl] be fashioned out of 
the carnage and chaos of the 
Gulf war. Mudi the same pious 
hopes were expressed by Bri- 
tain at the time of the Suez war 
in 1956. Yet apart from the 


•'Camp David accord between 
Israel and Egypt, which left the 
Palestinians worse of than 
ever, nothing was done to make 
the Middle East a safer place. 
On the contrary. Israel has 
been allowed, with complete 
impunity, to occupy the West 
Bank for over 20 years and to 
wage war against Lebanon for 
the past ten, all of which makes 
the American stance over 
Kuwait appear highly hypocri- 
tical to vast numbers of Arabs, 
not least to King Hussein. 

It may be that, now the war 
is over, the victors will seek to 
draw up plans for a security 
arrangement for the Gulf area 
and for removing the threat of 
nuclear and chemical weapons. 
But if it be thought that these 
arrangements should include a 
continued Western military-' 
presence in the Gulf — as the 
Israelis have said they want — 
it would be well to remember 
what happened to the Baghdad 
Pact when, two years after 
Suez, onr oldest and closest 
Arab ally. Non Al Said, paid 
with his life for his devotion to 
Britain in a revolution which 


swept away the Iraqi monar- 
chy, destroyed the Pact and set 
in motion the train of events 
that culminated in the ascen- 
dancy of Saddam Hussein. 

The fact is that, whatever 
security arrangements die vic- 
tors may seek to create, in the 
Gulf region, the dangers of a 
backlash of Arab nationalims 
and Muslim fundamentalism 
wfl be more than just a possi- 
bility if at the same time noting 
is done to bring about a just 
settlement for the Palestinians. 
For this has always been and, 
until it is resolved, will always 
be the core issue of the Middle 
East. 

• Retribution ahead? 

Saudi Arabia and the Golf 
emirates took a grave risk 
when they appealed for Amer- 
ican forces to defend them 
against Iraq following the 
occupation of Kuwait. So did 
Egypt, Syria and Morocco 
when they sent in their troops. 
For in the eyes of the Arab 
masses the Americans are vir- 
tually synonymous with their 


sworn enemy Israel. And 
however heinous Saddam Hus- 
sein’s alleged crimes against 
Kurds and Kuwaitis may be, 
the Arab states in the coalition 
are regarded as having sold 
their souls to the devil by mak- 
ing common cause with Amer- 
ican “imperialism” in an attack 
on their Arab brothers in Iraq. 

Thus, if when the dust of 
battle dears, the Americans 
make no visible effort to bring 
about a just settlement for the 
Palestinians, the political map 
of the Middle East is likely to 
be changed out of all recogni- 
tion and changed to the detri- 
ment, if .not the eradication of 
all Western interests in the 
Arab World. From Morocco to 
Muscat the existing regimes 
could be swept away, as was 
that of Nun Al Said in Iraq, in 
retribution for their having 
aided, abetted, financed and 
played host to the American 
and British “imperialists,” in 
what will be seen as yet 
another attempt to impose 
Western domination on the re- 
gion. 

Whether or not Iraq will 


threat to U.S.-led allied forces 
occupying southern Iraq. 

Blackwell commented: “I 
-doubt we will attack his helicop- 
ters because they are much more 
difficult to track and get at. But 
the United State has voiced con- 
cern about use of the helicopters 
against the rebels and that may be 
enough." 

Blackwell and other experts 
also noted that despite U.S. 
assurances of having no intentiorif V 
to intervene in Iraq’s affairs, 
more than 100,000 American 
troops remain in southern Iraq 
pending a permanent Gulf war 
ceasefire. 

“There is no doubt that the 
United States wants to increase 
pressure on Saddam to go and 
stop the killing of thousands of 
Iraqis by his military," said Mid- 
dle East expert Shireen Hunter. 

‘ ‘We vice tightening 
the screws. The idea is 
to leave Saddam so 
weakened in the eyes 
of his people that he 
will seek safe passage 
ont of the country.” 

“This is not an ego thing be- 
tween Bush and Saddam any 
longer,” said Blackwell. “The 
U.S. leadership obviously sees^ 
Saddam as a continuing barrier to 
stability in the region, no matter 
what follows him.” 

History suggests that even if 
Saddam goes, Iraq's internal poli- 
tics will be far from stable for 
some rime. 

“It's a country with a violent 
history. The Kurds aren't going 
to cooperate with the Shi’ites, 

, and the Shi'iies can't control Iraq 
because the country simply is not 
a fundamentalist one like Iran,” 
said Fouad Ajami of the Johns 
Hopkins Foreign Policy Institute. 

Several experts said a Red 
Cross announcement Friday in. 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, that 
58,000 Iraqi prisoners of war will 
soon be sent borne could be 
another major problem for the 
regime. 

“If those folks join in any# 
fighting at home, it won't be on 
.Saddam’s side," said Korb. 


have been destroyed in th 
conflict, Iran will then emerg 
as the paramount power in th 
Gulf region and throughou 
the Arabian Peninsula wher 
Islamic fundamentalism wil 
reign supreme. Western oil in 
terests will be sequestrate- 
and OPEC will be subject 
the dictates of the Ayatollahs ii 
i ehran, a situation even man 
unpredictable and hazardou 
for the industrial nations that i 
Saddam Hussein had been lei 
in possession of Kuwait. 

The Middle East has alway 
Deen , a dangerous area, mor 
JJpeaaliy since the creation o 
the state of Israel at the ex 
pense of the Pales tinians . If , 
just peace does not follow wha 
|he allies regard as a just war 
« could become more danger 
ous still for the West and ulti 
“htely for Israel as well. 

Sir Anthone Nutting wai 
®*hzsfer of state for foreiju 
1954-50, when he res 
over the Suez crisis , Hi 
aroefc is reprinted from tbi 
London-based Middle East In 
temational. 
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Egyptians continue to fight for human rights 


Baathism 

(Coerffaned from page 1) 


By George Shadroui 

CAIRO — If information re- 
leased by the Egyptian Orga- 
nisation of Human Rights is 
correct, Dr. Mohammed Man- 
dour's nightmare began just 
before dawn on Feb. 8 when 
Egyptian state security officers 
came to his house and deman- 
ded to question him. 

Over the next two weeks. 
Mandour was imprisoned, de- 
tained without charges, 
routinely tortured and 
threatened with death if he 
reported his mistreatment to 
the press. Mandour's only 
"crime” seems to have been 
iris association with the Palesti- 
nian Red Crescent's Palestine 
Hospital in Cairo, where he 
headed the psychiatric depart- 
ment. 

As a result of efforts exerted 
by the EOHR and Amnesty 
International, among other hu- 
man rights advocates, Man- 
dour was finally released on 
Feb. 23. 

Mandour's ordeal is one of a 
series of incidents that has cre- 
ated grave concern in Egypt 
that President Mubarak's reg- 
ime — particularly as a result 
of tensions in the Gulf — is 
growing increasingly repres- 
sive. 

In addition to the detention 
and torture of Mandour, the 
EOHR, whose 1,000 plus 
members cover the political 
and ideological spectrum, cites 
the government's response to 


student protests at Cairo Uni- 
versity. 

Thousands of students were 
protesting the American-led 
ground war on campus when 
government troops, using plas- 
tic bullets, opened fire. Local 
papers reported that one stu- 
dent was killed. The EOHR 
says it has the names of four 
victims. In either case, it was 
the first time in more than 40 
years that the government used 
live ammunition against stu- 
dents. said Bahey Ai Deen 
Hassan, general-secretary of 
the EOHR. 

The EOHR also charges 
Egyptian security forces of sys- 
tematically arresting and tor- 
turing Muslim fundamental- 
ists, journalists, Palestinians 
and human rights advocates, 
with a recent emphasis on 
those who opposed Egypt’s 
participation in the Gulf war. 

Ironically, such actions have 
been taking place at a time 
when much has been made of 
Egypt's movement towards 
greater freedom and democra- 
cy. Under the Mubarak reg- 
ime, opposition parties and the 
press have been allowed to 
criticise the government open- 
ly (provided they do not attack 
Mubarak directly). The dismis- 
sal of the previous minister of 
interior, the controversial and 
brutal Zaki Badr, brought a 
sigh of relief from many in 
Cairo. 

Egypt’s recent elections 
were widely perceived as the 
freest ever held in the oountry. 


While many attributed this 
“freedom" to the boycott of 
the elections by major opposi- 
tion groups, they nevertheless 
hoped it was a step towards 
more genuine democracy. As if 
to underscore that hope, 
Mubarak was named the win- 
ner of a prestigious French 
human rights award a month 
later. 

One of the most troubling 
aspects, Hassan said, is that 
the circumstances under which 
force or torture are used seem 
to be broadening. Mandour, a 
member of EOHR's board of 
trustees, has never advocated 
violence or challenged the gov- 
ernment, Hassan said. And not 
even when his regime was 
rocked by protests at Cairo 
University in the late 1960s did 
Gamal Abdul Nasser, Egypt's 
charismatic president of the 
1950s and 1960s, allow police 
to use lethal force against stu- 
dents. 

“This is a critical moment in 
Egypt," Hassan said. “What 
will happen in the nexi weeks 
or months, I don't know. I 
hope the situation will im- 
prove.” 

Saad Eddin Ibrahim, a 
sociologist at the American 
University in Cairo and a long- 
time observer of Egypt’s poli- 
tical and human rights de- 
velopment, said it is in times of 
great stress that the govern- 
ment overreacts. 

This was the case towards 
the end of the Gulf war and m 


October after the assassination 
.of Rifaar Ai Mahgoub, speaker 
of parliament. But he added 
that Egypt still compare 
favourably with most other 
countries in the region. 

"You don’t have executions 
or people disappearing,” he 
said. “Egypt by Middle East 
standards seems alright. But by 
ray own standards as a human 
rights advocate, it leaves a lot 
to be desired.’’ 

The methods of torture are 
gruesome and extremely pain- 
ful for the victims. Beatings 
with whips and sticks are com- 
mon. 

Prisoners are subjected to 
electric shocks on sensitive 
parts of the body. Some have 
been strapped to an amussa — 
an Egyptian cross — and then 
beaten. Others have had their 
hands and feet tied behind 
their backs only to be sus- 
pended in doorways until they 
lose consciousness. 

Mandour himself was sub- 
jected to repeated beatings and 
electric pTods applied to his 
sexual organs. A lawyer for 
EOHR who was finally 
allowed to visit Mandour said 
there were black spots caused 
by electricity on parts of his 
body. His head also had been 
shaved.- 

Interrogators repeatedly 
questioned Mandour about 
possible links to Palestinian 
leaders and groups, according 
to information released by the 
EOHR. Dozens of other pris- 


oners. including journalists 
who opposed the Gulf war, are 
being held without charges. All 
of this occurs even though 
Egypt is a signatory to several 
international conventions and 
resolutions prohibiting torture. 

The EOHR, which has also 
sharply criticised opposition 
groups that advocate or iache 
violence, argues that the gov- 
ernment can maintain security 
and enforce the law without 
resorting to methods that have 
become all too common since 
Mubarak took power in the 
wake of President 'Sadat's 
assassination in 1981. Even 
women and children have been 
victims of beatings and psycholo- 
gical terror. 

To the government's credit, 
Hassan sajd, the EOHR has 
been allowed to hold press 
conferences and to level 
charges in the press. In addi- 
tion, the government has 
promised to establish direct 
channels of commmunicarion 
between the ministry of in- 
terior, which is responsible for 
state security, and the group. 

But one Egyptian human 
rights advocate, who asked not 
to be named, said there is 
widespread fear that the minis- 
ter of interior has lost control 
of elements in the stare secur- 
ity apparatus, the implication 
being that the controversial 
policies are directed from in- 
side the executive branch — by 
people close to the president 
himself — Middle East Times. 


against U-5. and Western 
targets. 

The military defeat seems to 
have also strengthened argu- 
ments by the traditional oppo- 
nents of pan-Arab nationalism. 
These opponents, however, 
are not well organised and they 
are not expected to join any 
aeti- regime coalition unless 
they f eased that the alternative 
w# be a conservative religious 
aad sectarian regime, accord- 
ing to political observers. 

There are no clear indica- 
ffeonts yet that views against 
Iraqi involvement in pan- Arab 
affairs have influenced the 
leadership's line. But, as one 
official says, it will be difficult 
for the leadership to rally sup- 
port for a pan-Arab cause 
wrttere Iraq would have to pay 
dearly for it again. 

Dr. Haxnmadi's line seems 
to be different as he reportedly 
believes that Baghdad should 
not c compromise its pan-Arab 
positions even rf it could not be 
forceful in promoting it. “This 
stage warrants flexibility and 
we have to depend on diploma- 
cy instead of violence." said 
one well-placed Baa this t offi- 
cial. “But it is very unfair to 
Marne the Palestinians and 


their came. We should not 
forget that the Palestinians 
everywhere have suffered a lot 
because of what happened re- 
cently (in the Gulf).” 

Although it is misleading to 
talk about a definite political 
mood in Baghdad, judging by 
interviews, concern about the 
Palestinian cause is still ex- 
pressed simultaneously by- 
ordinary people including 
Shiites. “What will happen to 
the Palestinians now?” asked a 
Shite in AI Kazimieh neigh- 
bourhood on the day after the 
ceasefire. 

But how this debate will 
affect the future of (be Baathist 
Party is too early to judge, 
even though criticism is cer- 
tainly mounting against the 
party. 

Officials argue that demo- 
cratisation and reforms — with 
a pocsibility of wide dismissal 
of “corrupt" party operators 
— are relevant for rhe survival 
of the Baathist Party. Political 
observers fat Baghdad expect 

E arn membership to cease 
ring a major credential for 
govern ment posts. “The emph- 
asis will be on qualifications.’* 
one official promised. 

Senior party officials are said 
to be very diiappointed in the 
performance of many party 
members during the war. 
Veteran Baa t hi sis, some of 


whom have stayed away from 
the government apparatus as 
an esqpression of disillusion- 
ment. art now seen as impor- 
tant assets to be icrccruited to 
ri vitalise the party. Some are 
outside the country and others 
arc sitting at home watching 
their ideals being torn apart, 
according to one of them. 

But one such veteran Baath- 
ist said that he was ready to get 
involved in party activities 
again if that would contribute 
to saving Iraq and preventing 
“a puppet pro-U.S. regime'' 
from taking over. 

“We all have to contribute 
to the reconstruction of Iraq. 
But firstly opportunists and un- 
qualified corrupt operators and 
officials should be removed or 
ehe (here is no place for any 
decent people in the system 
said the prominent writer, who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 
ity. 

The writer has just returned 
from a several-week stay in 
Iraq to cover the war and its 
aftermath 
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He said Iraq suffered 100,000 
military casualties and an unknown 
number of civilian casualties in 
the war. 

Hamami urges conference 

In Washington, Jordan's 
Ambassador Hussein Hamami 
Sunday stressed the need to step 
up efforts to find a peaceful set- 
tlement of the Middle East prob- 
lems. 

In a meeting with the Writers 
Association in Washington, Mr. 
Hamami called for holding an 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East, attended by 
all parties to the conflict. 

Mr, Hamami expressed amaze- 
ment at the belief that Jordan’s 
stand on the Golf crisis was con- 
trary to peace when the Kingdom 
was working out a peaceful solu- 
tion since the outset of the crisis. 

‘Tm really at a loss .to under- 
standing why our attitude is con- 
trary to peace,” be said. “The 
thrust of our effort in the Gulf 
had been to achieve a peaceful 
settlement between Iraq and 
Kuwait; and we had it in our band 
in the first 48 or 72 hours, but we 
were blocked.” 

“Now it may be too early to go 
into the details of what hap- 
pened... it will come out dearly 
and we wifi be proven right that 
had we been allowed the oppor- 
tunity to bring about that peace- 
ful settlement, then the suffering 
of the Kuwaitis, the suffering of 
the Iraqis, the suffering of the 
region and the potential destabi- 
lisation... would have been 
avoided," he said. 

Expulsions 

(Continued from page 1) 

of Palestinians expelled from 
their native land since the start of 
the uprising. 

The Palestinians served with 
expulsion orders have been im- 
prisoned for ordering and com- 
mitting anti-Israeli “violence,” 
the army said. 

It said they were not directly 
involved in recent stabbings, but 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
accused them of inditing the 
atmosphere “that leads in the end 
to murder.” 

Their lawyer, Abdul Rahman 
Abu Nasser, said he would 
appeal the order Monday before 
a militar y review committee. 

If turned down, the Palesti- 
nians can then appeal to Israel’s 
supreme court. The high court 
has never overturned an army 
expulsion order. 

The orders and growing vio- 
lence were discussed for two 
hours at the weekly cabinet ses- 
sion. 

Agriculture Minister Rafael 
Bitan told reporters that Arab 
guerrillas should be executed, 
their homes torn down and their 
families expelled. 

Another minister, Rehavam 
Zeevi, demanded a sweeping and 
permanent curfew throughout the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. He said such a curfew was 
imposed during the Gulf war, and 
daring that time where were no 
lenifing g. 

Police Minister Roni Milo has 
proposed barring unmarried 
Palestinians from Israel, since 
most of the killings have been 
committed by Arabs without 
wives and children. Mr. Zeevi 


dismissed the idea as “treating 
cancer with aspirin.” 

Mr. Eitan and Mr. Zeevi urged 
the cabinet to order the expulsion 
of known Palestinian leaders, and 
were backed by Housing Minister 
Ariel Sharon and Science Minis- 
ter Yuval Neeman. Israel Radio 
said. 

Operative decisions were de- 
layed until Wednesday's meeting 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s smaller defence cabinet. 

On Jan. 8, four Gaza Palesti- 
nians connected with the Muslim 
fundamentalist Hamas organisa- 
tion were expelled to Lebanon 
following the stabbing of three 
Jews in a workshop outside Tel 
Aviv. . . 

The U.N: Security Council 
voted unanimously on Dec. 20 to 
deplore the practice. The United 
States joined in the censure. 

Visiting earlier this month, 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker reportedly sought 
confidence-building gestures 
from Israel including an end to 
expulsions. 

■ The army said the four facing 
expulsion were under arrest and 
gave these details about them: 

Three of them were released 
from Israeli jails in a May 1985 
prisoner exchange with Ahmad 
Jibril's Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine-General 
Comman d. 

They are Jamal Abu Habel, 33, 
Muein Msalam, 31, and Hashem 
Ali Dahl an, 31. All are from the 
Gaza refugee camp of Jabaliya. 

The fourth, Jamal Abu Jadyan, 
33, of the Gaza town of Beit 
Lahiya, recently completed a 10- 
year prison sentence for planting 
bombs in the Israeli port of 
Ashdod. 

Arab sources identified Mr. 
Habel as a grocer, married with 
four sons. Mr. Dahlan, married 
with two children, worked for the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency. 


International organisations team up 
to alleviate suffering of war victims 


By Saeda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — “War is filthy, de- 
clares Michel Shroeder, press 
officer of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross. “There 
can be no humanitarian consid- 
erations in times of war, and it 
would be very difficult to render 
judgments on governments' 
violation of humanitarian rights." 

Since the eruption of the Gulf 
crisis, more than 900,000 persons 
have been . repatriated through 
Jordan, mostly by -the Interna- 
tional Organisation of Migration 
(IOM), but also by other huma- 
nitarian organisations, in addition 
to all Jordanians and other 
nationals who came back using 
their own means of transporta- 
tion. 

Humanitarian organisations 
have participated in helping Jor- 
dan following the government's 
appeal for international help. 
Their number ai present exceeds 
45, between local, international 
and non-governmental organisa- 
tions. 

However, in the first phase of 
the Gulf crisis, since August until 
November when the majority of 
evacuees flooded Jordan, most of 
the expenses of evacuation and 
accommodation were borne by 
Jordan. Only about $15 million 
have been reimbursed out of the 
$50 million the Jordanian govern- 
ment had to pay, according to a 
United Nations senior official. 

“We are still trying to have the 
remaining expenses refunded," 
said Hans Einhaus, senior United 
Nations emergency manager. 
“However, it is a slow process.” 


Although all camps have been 
set up by various organisations 
expecting an enormous influx of 
evacuees, at present only 1,007 
evacuees are in Jordao. Interna- 
tional agencies, however, say 
they will still be “waiting" for 
new arrivals. 

“We are still on alert for a 
possible influx," said Alfred Kot- 
tek, IOM*s (International Orga- 
nisation for Migration) director in 
Jordan. “We will definitely stay 
for a couple. of weeks to see how 
the situation develops." 

Among tire remaining evacuees 
are 361 Somalis who have been 
waiting in Jordan since August 
due to instability in their home 
country. 

"We have received reports that 
the situation in northern Somalia 
is calm at present,” said Janvier 
de Riedmatten, chief officer of 
the UNHCR (United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees). 
“In fact, we have made sure, by a 
survey carried out on the Somalis 
left, that more than 200 desire to 
go back to their country. Hie 
others will join their families in 
other countries.” 1 

Iranians, on the other hand, 
are also waiting for a country to 
receive them. Fleeing the Iran- 
Iraq war in 1984, they have also 
left Iraq when the situation de- 
teriorated. Some of them have 
already been repatriated to Po- 
land and Norway. The others are 
still waiting for any country to 
accept them. “We want to leave 
to any country where we wilJ lead 
a happy life, that is all we want,” 
said a 30-year-old Iranian who 
left Iran in 1985, and whose 

ther is being held in prison until 
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the son returned. 

Amnesty International recently 
reported torture and arrest of 
many nationals in several coun- 
tries “with no apparent reason 
other than their nationality.” 
These included Yemenis in Saudi 
Arabia and Palestinians in 
Kuwait 

ICRCs officials say that they 
do their best “to inform the gov- 
ernments concerned and en- 
deavour to protect the interests of 
all victims of war* be : tbey prison- „ 
ers, detainees, or civilians.” 

However, .ICRC officials ex- j 
plain that they only make public 
statements concerning violations - 
of international humanitarian law 
if these violations are major and 
repeated, and the steps taken 
confidentially have not succeeded 
in putting an end to the viola- 
tions. 

Senior United Nations officials 
confirm that, despite the fact that 
they cannot interfere in such a_ 
situation, they have taken initia-' 
fives and submitted reports to the 
secretary general on the actual 
ill-treatment and killings of 
Palestinians in Kuwait. However, 
“the Kuwaiti government k not 
in a position to control the situa- 
tion,” ICRC Shroeder said. “I 
think that the United States along 
with France and England are the 
ones who can put an end to this 
torture.” 

Shroeder said: “The absence of 
any ‘supra-govemment’ to assess 
the amount of violation of huma- 
nitarian rights make it difficult to 
force governments to implement 
international law. It would be 
difficult to know the extent of 
abuse inflicted on innocents. It is 
war and war is filthy.” 
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Seles downs Sabatini to win 
International Players tournament 


Barnes magic casts a spell over Derby 


KEY B1SCAYNE. Florida 
( Agencies) — Second yeed Moni- 
ca Seles of Yugoslavia further 
solidified her world number one 
ranking Saturday when she dis- 
posed of third seed Gabriela 
Sabatini 6-3 7-5 10 win the 

women's singles final at the Inter- 
national Players Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 

Australian Open champion 
Seles managed to hold off the 
surging Argentine by taking 
seven of the final eight games to 
avoid a third set in the punishing 
K5 degree Fahrenheit (30 Centig- 
rade) heal and high humidity. 

"I definitely didn't want to go 
for a third set because 1 was very 
tired." said Seles who ended Stef- 
fi Graf s record IStvweek run as 
world number one earlier this 
month. 

"It was so hot out there I think 
the air just stopped." added 
Seles, who collected SI 12.500 for 
successfully defending her title 
here. 

It was her victory in this 
tournament last year that began a 
remarkable string of six consecu- 
tive titles that vaulted Seles to 
prominence in 1990. 

But Seles was not about to 
predict a repeat of last year's 
heroics. 

"To win six tournaments is too 
much pressure.” she said. "Even 
now I look back and six louma- 


mems> in a row is just... phew." 

In the upset-riddled men's 
draw. 13th seed Jim Courier faces 
unseeded David Wheaton in an 
all-American final. 

The 46th-ranked Wheaton 
single-handedly knocked out 
both of last year's men's finalists 
when he upset defending cham- 
pion Andre Agassi in the fourth 
round and stunned top seed Ste- 
fan Ed berg in Friday’s semifinals. 

While Saturday's women’s final 
did not resemble the five-set 
marathon struggle between Seles 
and Sabatini in November's Vir- 
ginia Slims championships final, 
the one hour 51 minute match left 
both combatants exhausted. 

Seles controlled the first set 
from the baseline after both play- 
ers traded early service breaks. 

The 17-year-old Yugoslav used 
her powerful two-fisted ground- 
strokes to break Sabatini a 
second time for a 4-2 lead. 

The second seed then fought 
back from 0-40 to hold for 5-2 and 
served out the set two games 
later. 

In the second set the third- 
ranked Sabatini remembered the 
net game that contributed to four 
consecutive victories over Graf 
including a semifinal win here. 

Using aggressivetacticsshe built 
a 4-0. 40-0 lead and appeared well 
on her way to forcing a third set 
when Seles turned up the heat. 


Seles won that fifth game and 
stormed back to 5-4 as Sabatini's 
fatigue became more apparent. 

The Argentine squandered six 
set points as she paced the base- 
line in an attempt to regain her 
breath, but was unable to pro- 
duce a winning shot. 

Seles levelled the score 5-5 and 
broke Sabadni for a third time in 
the set for 6-5. 

The final game was a struggle 
for both players as Seles fought 
off two break points and was 
unable to close out the match 
until her fifth match point. 

“I just felt like I couldn't win 
the big points” said Sabatini. who 
earned $56,250 as runner-up. 

Seles was surprised by her 
second set comeback. 

"I don't know what happened 
out there." she said. “I was a 
little lucky. I think. 

"I was just gasping for air but 
at 4-2 I said ‘this is a big chance, 
go for it’." 

Meanwhile Steffi Graf will re- 
new her quest to regain the world 
number one Tanking Monday af- 
ter accepting a late wild card 
entry into the U.S. Women’s 
Hardcourt Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 

Graf, whose record 186-week 
hold on the top ranking ended 
when Yugoslav Monica Seles 
ascended to number one earlier 
this month, won the hardcourt 


championships here in 1988 and 
1989. 

In a separate development, 
Dade County has hired an 
architectural firm to design a 
permanent S16.5-milIion tennis 
stadium for the International 
Players Championships, officials 
announced Saturday. 

The Miami firm of Swanke 
Hayden Connell and Partners will 
design the stadium, which will 
include 7.500 permanent seats 
and 6.500 temporary ones. The 
10-day tournament for men and 
women, which attracts most of 
the world's best players, has had 
a temporary stadium since it 
moved to Key Biscayne in 1987. 

The current site has faced legal 
challenges in the past, prompting 
speculation that the tournament 
would move to Arizona or Cali- 
fornia. In a new lawsuit, plaintiff 
again contend that the tourna- 
ment is a misuse of public land. 

“We’re not terribly con- 
cerned." tournament chairman 
Butch Buchholzsaid. "We’ve had 
two trials. The county has won 
both of those cases. ... 

"We have an element of confi- 
dence that this tournament is 
going to be here for the next 100 
years." 

Construction of the permanent 
stadium will begin this fall and 
will be completed in time for the 
1993 tournament, Buchholz said. 


LONDON (R) — "What Liver- 
pool need now is a bit of Barnes 
magic," said a radio commenta- 
tor as the English League cham- 
pions stmggled uncharacteristi- 
cally to win a recent match. 

The remark conjured up a 
familiar image of England winger 
John Barnes producing a dazzling 
piece of attacking play to send 
Liverpool’s passionate fans into 
raptures. 

Barnes is one of their favourite 
sons, and nothing would have 
delighted them more aFter the 
club's recent unsettled period 
than his decision this week to 
agree on a new contract to stay at 
Liverpool for at least one more 
season. 

The news ended speculation 
about a move to a continental 
European club when his current 
contract expires in June, and 
Barnes underlined his value to 
Liverpool with a five-star display 
to spur the title holders to an 
overwhelming 7-1 win at Derby 
Saturday. 

Barnes scored twice and played 
a part in four goals 'as Liverpool 
recaptured the lead from Arsen- 
al, who were held 0-0 at Norwich 
and now trail by a point in second 
place. The top two teams both 
have nine games left. 

Liverpool's performance 
against the bottom club not only 
cast off the unconvincing form 
they had shown since manager 
Kenny Dalglish's recent resigna- 
tion but served as a reminder of 
what a telling combination 
Barnes can form with his fellow 
England international Peter 
Beardsley. 


The pair were involved in four 
of the goals — a timely reminder 
of the form .that often eludes 
them at international level but 
which England manager Graham 
Taylor must hope they can pro- 
duce in Wednesday’s European 
Championship qualifier against 
Ireland at Wembley. 

Barnes and Beardsley set up 
Wales forward Ian Rash for his 
goal and masterminded Scottish 
utility player Steve Nicol’s two 
strikes. A penalty by Danish in- 
ternational Jay Molby and a goal 
in the final seconds by midfielder 
Ray Houghton completed Liver- 
pool's tally. 

Ronnie Moran, wbo succeeded 
Dalglish as manager, reacted to 
the result with the phlegmatic 
attitude of a Liverpool veteran 
who has experienced all their 
peaks and troughs during 40 years 
service at the club. 

‘‘With a scoreline like this peo- 
ple will say we were brilliant, but 
we are still not satisfied. We will 
have them back working again 
Thursday after they have all come 
back from international duty. 

"It doesn’t matter if the score is 
1-1 or 7.1 at Liverpool. We treat 
them all the same here." 

Derby’s ex-England goalkeep- 
er Peter Shilton, who won 125 
international caps, believed it was 
only the third time in his career 
that he had let in seven goals. 

“I let in seven before against 
Everton when I was playing for 
Leicester and against Luton for 
Southampton," he said after the 
game. 

Arsenal manager George Gra- 


ham refused to be despondent 
about the loss of two cham- 
pionship points in a goalless game 
at Norwich. 

It represented further frustra- 
tion after a 1-1 draw against 
Nottingham Forest last Wednes- 
day. 

George Graham, manager of 
the London club who are chasing 
a league and F.A. Cup double, 
said: "The performance was good 
enough for us to win it. I was a bit 
disappointed with the result but I 
thought we dominated the game 
without making as many chances 
as I would like.” 

Arsenal were without injured 
key striker Paul Merson and the 
return of Anders Limpar, starting 
for the first time in eight matches, 
was cut short when the Swedish 
international hobbled off midway 
through the second half. 

However, Graham subsequent- 
ly said be removed midfielder 
Limpar for tactical reasons rather 
than injury. 

Crystal Palace consolidated 
thjrd place by snatching a 2-1 win 
at Leeds, John Salako scoring a 
late winner to put the London 
dub five points off the lead. 

Striker Ian Wright, seeking to 
establish himself in the England 
side, thrust Palace bn course for 
victory by firing the opening goal 
after 11 minutes. 

Leeds, playing their fourth 
league and cup game m seven 


days, equalised six minutes be- 
fore halftime when Welshman 
Gary Speed broke through to 
score with Palace expecting an 
offside decision. 

Palace absorbed intense Leeds 
pressure early in the second half 
and then snatched an 89th mi- 
nute winner from Salako. 

Leeds stay fourth one point 
ahead of Manchester United, 
who followed their midweek 
European Cup Winners’ Cup suc- 
cess by trouncing Luton 4-1 at 
Old Trafford. 

United, who beat Montpellier 
in France to reach the Cup Win- 
ners' semifinals, were well served 
by two goals from defender Steve 
Bruce. Mark Robins and Brian 
McQair completed the tally. 

Aberdeen's Dutch trio played 
key roles as their club closed tbe 
gap on Glasgow Rangers at the 
top of Scottish Premier League. 

Goals in each half from Dutch 
strikers Willem Van Der Ark and 
Hans Gillhaus gave second- 
placed Aberdeen a 2-1 win at 
Dundee United. 

Aberdeen are three points be- 
hind Rangers, who play city rivals 
Celtic Sunday. 

Goalkeeper Theo Snelders was 
the third Dutchman to aid the 
title chasers' cause, pulling off 
two superb saves to keep Aber- 
deen in touch as United 
threatened to win a closely con- 
tested game. 


Talks under way for Tyson-Ruddock rematch 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


Senna claims pole in 
Brazilian Grand Prix 


NEW YORK (R) — Negotia- 
tions are under way for a Mike 
Tyson-Donovon "Razor" Rud- 
dock rematch in June, spokesmen 
for both camps said. 

Promoter Don King said he 
would try to get Renaldo Snipes, 
who was scheduled to fight Tyson 
on June 8th in Las Vegas, to step 
aside for the Tyson-Ruddock re- 
match. 

"Mr. Snipes will be taken care 
of.” King said, implying chat 
Strips will be paid money to step 
aside. King said the possible 
dates for the Ruddock-Tyson 
fight would be June 22. 28 or 29. 

“This is what the public 
wants,” King said of a rematch of 
last Monday's fight which ended 


in controversy when referee 
Richard Steele stopped the bout, 
giving Tyson the victory. 

Ruddock’s manager, Murah 
Mohammad, who was still upset 
at the sudden ending to the fight, 
confirmed that negotiations for 
the rematch were underway. 

Tyson sent Ruddock reeling 
into the ropes in the seventh 
round and Steele stopped the 
scheduled 12-round fight without 
checking on the condition of the 
Canadian, who appeared ready to 
continue fighting. 

The stoppage triggered a melee 
in the ring involving cornermen 
of both fighters and security 
guards. 

Ruddock, in New York to tape 


a cable television show about the 
fight, said he thought Steele was 
just looking for a reason to stop 
the fight in Tyson's favour. 

"I didn’t know whether it was 
premeditated, but after looking 
at it again I think it could have 
been premeditated," Ruddock 
said. 

Stecie cancelled an appearance 
on the programme, saying he had 
been threatened for stopping the 
fight, a spokesman for the cable 
company said. 

In the tailing of the show. 
Ruddock chided Tyson for what 
the Canadian said were Tyson’s 
dirty tactics — low blows and 
elbows — during the fight. Tyson 
countered that Ruddock started 


it. 

"Tyson. Tyson. The whole 
world saw you doing.'’ Ruddock 
said. “Maybe I'll have to start 
doing those things.” 

Tyson said be was cheated out 
of a knockout in the Ruddock 
fight and that he wanted a re- 
match. 

"I never fought anybody twice 
before. This is wild," Tyson said. 
“I'm gonna kill the sucker. I can 
beat Razor 10 out of 10 times. 
That’s not because I’m being vain 
or egotistical, although that’s my 
quality.” 

After reviewing a tape of the 
fight, the former undisputed 
heavyweight champion was ex- 
tremely critical of his own per- 
formance. 

"I was horrible. My legs we- 
ren't bent. I wasn't doing a lot of 
things. I looked horrible. I just 
wanted to knock him out,” Tyson 
said. 

At least two of Tyson’s friends 
did not want him to knock out the 
Jamaican-born Ruddock and they 
bet Tyson $150,000 that he could 
not do it. When the fight was 
stopped at two minutes and 22 
seconds of the seventh round it 
went into the record books as a 
technical knockout. 

“I bet a lot of money with some 
Jamaican guys. One of my friends 
loves Ruddock,” Tyson said. “I 
got $50,000 back, but there are 
still some guys T can't find. I went 
looking for them last night at a 
couple clubs." 

He was asked what be would 
do if they will not pay. 


SAO PAULO (R) — Ayrton 
Senna delighted his home fans 
Saturday when he took pole posi- 
tion for the Brazilian Grand Prix 
with an exceptional drive in the 
final qualifying session. 

The 3l-year-old Brazilian, 
forced to produce his best by the 
two Williams drivers. Riccardo 
Patrese and Nigel Mansell, clock- 
ed one minute 16.392 seconds to 
claim the prime grid position in 
his McLaren. 

But he left it to the very last 
moment. Having recorded the 
best time on his first qualifying 
run, he was eclipsed by both 
Mansell and Parrese on their 
second runs. 

Senna had to drive with enor- 
mous commitment to re-gain pole 
m the final seconds on the high- 
speed Interiagos Circuit. 

The Brazilian, bidding for his 
first home win after seven failed 
attempts, will start Sunday's race 
alongside Patrese. 

He admitted afterwards that he 
had to dig deep into his resources 
to outpace the Italian, who clock- 
ed 1:16.775. 

It was the 54th career pole for 
the world champion. 

Briton Mansell finished third- 
quickest and will share the second 
row of the grid with Austrian 
Gerhard Berger in the second 


McLaren ahead of the two Fer- 
raris of Frenchmen Jean Alesi 
and Alain Prost. 

Hie Ferraris were never able to 
match the pace by Senna or the 
two Williams cars. 

"I was obviously motivated 
enormously by the desire to suc- 
ceed in from of my home crowd 
and the support they gave me 
here was truly inspirational,” 
Senna said. 

The Brazilian, who won the 
season-opening race in Phoenix, 
has a burning desire to win his 
home race — particularly as bis 
great rival Prost has won it six out 
of the last nine tunes. 

Warm sunshine after gloomy, 
wet weather in Friday’s opening 
qualifying immediately brought 
times in the free morning prac- 
tice. especially from the Williams 
team. 

Their advantage held out in the 
afternoon, too, as Mansell, on his 
first set of qualifying tyres, set the 
early pace with a time of 
1:17.356. The lap remained tbe 
best until Senna clocked 1.17.282 
in his first run midway through 
the session. 

Mansell responded on bis 
second run writh another 
tremendous lap to clock 1.16.843, 
a qualifying lap record for tbe 
Interiagos trade. 


Bubka breaks pole vault mark again 


GRENOBLE. France (AP) — 
Sergei Bubka of the Soviet Union 
broke the world pole vault record 
for the fourth time this season 
and the third time in eight days 
Saturday, dealing 6.12 metres 
(20 feet. 1 inch). 

Bubka beat his own record of 
6.11 1 20-0 1-2). set last Tuesday 
in his home town of Bonetsk. 
USSR. It was the 24lh time in his 
career that he had set the mark, 
indoors or outdoors. 

The 2“-y car-okl Soviet cleared 
the record Saturday on his third 
try in the "Masters" event, an 
invitation only competition. He 
set his previous record in the 
Soviet version of the event Tues- 
dav. 

"I did everything that 'I 
wanted. 1 am able to beat the 
world record every day. 1 was 
thinking of going higher than 6. 12 
but this evening at Grenoble I 


was a little tired,” Bubka said. “I 
participated in this Masre.s to 
please my friend Philippe Collet 
and also to do performance in 
Grenoble to continue it next 
year." 

The meet, under the organisa- 
tion of French pole vaulter Col- 
let. who was injured, was in 
doubt until financial sponsors 
came forth at the last minute. 

Bubka, who set the indoor 
record of 6.05 (19-10 1-1) last 
year in a Soviet meet, broke the 
record for the first time this year 
at the Soviet championships, on 
Feh.9 at Volgograd, clearing 
6.09 (19-11 1-1). 

He then went 6.10 (20-0 1-1) as 
San Sebastian. Spain on March 
15. 6.11 (20-0 1-2) Tuesday be- 
fore Saturday's vault. 

In between he won the World 
Indoor Championship at Seville. 


Spain, at 6.00 metres (19-8 1-1). 
He holds the outdoor Tecord at 
6.06 (19-10 1-2), set in Nice. 
France, in 1988. 

He won the Olympic in 1988 a 
two-time world outdoor cham- 
pion. However he was just sixth 
in the European Championships 
in Split, Yugoslavia, last Septem- 
ber. That was bis first major loss 
since 1983 when he won the world 
title as a 19-year-old. 

American Kory Tarpenning 
finished second to Bubka Satur- 
day. clearing 5.72 metres (18-9 
1- 1 ). He is now living and training 
in Paris. 

Frenchman Philippe d'Encaus- 
se and Spaniard Chico Garcia 
tied for third, also at 5.72. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

IW bibxi"f IVma in*. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Neither vulnerable, .is South 
vou hold: 

♦ 75 92 KJ8542 + 874 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
club. \Shat action do you lake? 
A.— Had ycnu sun been a major, we 
could hasc sympathized and sup- 
ported your desire io show it. But to 
bid one Juniond over one club with 
that piece of cheese accomplishes 
nothin];. Pass. 

Q.2— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

+ AK84 : AK7ft 3 +A952 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 Pass 

* 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You have a powerful hand, but 
you do not as yet have any idea 
where you want to place the con- 
tract. Also, the misfit in diamonds 
should make you wary. If you jump 
shift, you might not be able to con- 
trol the auction. Bid one heart and 
see what partner does next. 

Q.3— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

+ KQ1076 ”7 AM +AK95 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 ♦ Pass 1 . Pass 

* 

What do you bid now? 

A.— In light of partner’s response, 
vou have enough for a "high re- 
verse” of three dubs. Switch your 
red-suit holdings around, however, 
and we would settle for the slightly 
conservative bid of two spades — be 
wary of possible misfits. 

Q,4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 

+KQI076 '.'2 vAM +AK95 


The bidding has proceeded: 

Smith West North East 

1 ♦ Pass 2 Pass 

3 * Pass 3 ! Pass 

* 

What action do you take? 

A. — Partner should have six good 

diamonds on this auction so, with 
your wealth of controls, you should 
be interested in slam. By bidding 
four diamonds now, you not only 
set the trump suit but also highlight 
heart shortness. A raise after this 
rev erse is, of course, forcing, unless 
game has been reached. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4 A KQ 10952 K6 IJS +Q7 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

A.— Your hand is enormously 
strong in playing tricks, and your 
king in partner’s suit is surely the 
equivalent of an ace. We like a jump 
shift to two spades to show the 
trick-taking potential of your hand. 
Naturally, you intend rebidding 
spades at your next turn to confirm 
a self-sufficient one-suiter. 

Q.6— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

+ AQ8 TK105 ? KQ1D64 +83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 ; Pass 1 7 Pass ■ 

n 

What do you bid now? 

A.— There’S no perfect bid. You 
have a balanced hand with a five- 
card minor and only three-card sup- 
port for partner’s suit. To rebid two 
diamonds would promise a six -card 
suit, and you don’t want to bid no 
trump with a weak doubleton in an 
unbid suit. That leaves only a raise 
to two hearts, which is Our clear 
choice. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt'n’Jeff 


MUTT. ASK ME ANY 
| Question at all 

AND if I CAN’T 
I ANSWER it i’ll 
Give You ten 



THE BETTER HALF. By Harris 



* “I’m passionately, hopelessly, 
head-over-heels in hate with 
my husband." 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


YONJ 




inn 


^ s 




LOVEH 


nc 



RAYPOD 


n 



^ A . 



SB SRI 


DOLFUN 


LLL 

□ 

J 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


C Just the your 



YOU CAN ALWAYS 
PEPENP ON SOME 
SO-CALLED 
FRIENP7 O 

k 4 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


a — rft — -'Q JL 1 1 nm[xx 3 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's I Jumbtes: WRATH SWOON ALBINO FLAXEN 

I Answer Defeat isn't bitter if you don't 

SWALLOW IT 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley 


B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
l Buddhist 
language 
5 Student 
9 Conjecture 

14 King of 
comedy 

15 Cancel 

16 Warship's 
lowest deck 

17 Crack 

18 Clumsy fellow 

19 White poplar 

20 Shipworm 
22 Mortarboard 

24 Served 

perfectly 

25 Wrestling big 
guy 

28 Prohibit 

29 Catchall abbr. 

30 Strange 

33 Double curve 
36 Sixth sense 
38 Job giver 
40 Comic page 
character ■ 

44 Command 

45 Mountain in 
Crete 

06 Kin of 18A 
J 7 Antique auto 
48 Kin of ISA 
51 Faineant 
53 Milne 
creation 
59 Darkens 
81 Ms Jitltan 

62 Ont. city 

63 For example 

65 . Brute!" 

67 Rainbow 

68 Trial locale 

69 Observes 

70 Give voice to 

71 Consumed ■ 

72 Banyan or 
ginkgo 

73 Restless 



DOWN 

1 Unguine e.g. 

2 Steve or 
woody 

3 Scot, 
landowner 

4 Come between 


AH Rotes Raceme 


5 Woman's 
garment 

6 Yoko — 

7 Draw out 

8 Senility 

9 Asian gazelle 

10 Of a city 

11 Quadrennial 
college 

12 Single 

13 Hurried 
21 Billy - 

Williams 
23 Concealed 
danger 

26 Multitude 

27 Yearn 

31 Art — 

32 — Scott 

33 Fragrance 

34 Richard of 
filmdem 

35 Natural gift 
37 Key letter 
39 Beginning 
at Goil dub 
42 Blue-pencil 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved; 


□huq Quag uai 
gmpH Hamad emu 
□□□b naaam am 
nmpi aaam □□mat 
bqoe3qbq moarna 
„ anen monm oc 

BQUHBia oaam hi 

□□□B QBOHB QQ[ 

ana ejqciu aamat 
eibb aanm qhho 

□□□□□ aflianai 
Hmamam anas rjr 
gumm nmaau am 
□gma aaaag amt 
mam a namu umc 


43 

49 

50 
52 
54 
65 


Place of 

turmoil 

Literary 

collection 

Best 

Permit 
Put font) 
Penetrate 


56 Paddled 

57 Unpaid 

58 Precipiti 

59 Seedy s 

60 Brainehi 
84 Gymnaa 

goal 

86 Pipe jol 
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After long slump 

economy improves 


Syria’s 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Visitors to 
Da m ascus these days no longer 
need to bring Syrian friends rolls 
of toilet paper as gifts because 
they were scarce. 

The rolls are on sale at most 
stores — a mark of how Syria's 
economy, on the rocks until re- 
cently, is improving by the day 
and looks set to get healthier, 
although expens note that Syria 
still has problems to overcome. 

Syrian economists and Western 
diplomats say the improvements 
are mostly the result of a decision 
to liberalise Syria's socialist eco- 
nomy. an increase in Syrian oil 
production, aid from Western 
and Gulf countries and more 
tolerance of smugglers. 

A big hike in Western and 
Arab assistance, cut off for years 
because of Syria’s radical poli- 
cies, is expected because of Sy- 
rian President Hafez Assad's de- 
cision to support the anti-Iraq 
coalition which liberated Kuwait. 

“The Syrians intend to exploit 
their new-found respectability to 
the hilt,” analyst Charles Snow 
wrote in the respected Middle 
East Economic Survey. 

Britain, which recently res- 
tored relations with Damascus 
after a 4-year break, has stopped 
blocking European Community 
aid to Syria and talks are ex- 
pected to begin soon on loans 
worth some $200 million. 

Damascus restauranteurs now 
boast longer menus with food 


items like “filet an Roquefort or 
chicken Marsala.” dishes that 
were a rarity two years ago because 
cooks depended on ingredients 
smuggled from neighbouring 
Lebanon. 

Some groceries have run out of 
shelves to store their local, im- 
ported and smuggled goods. 

In most countries, none of this 
would cause anyone to blink. But 
in a country where only two years 
ago a box of salt was a luxury, 
such developments are. 

“During my five years here I’ve 
never seen the stores so full,” 
said a Westerner, who like other 
sources spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The centralised control of the 
economy has hindered the Sy- 
rians' deep-rooted entrepreneu- 
rial skills and left the country with 
a deficit estimated at $15 billion. 

No official figures are available 
for Syria's foreign debts. But 
Damascus is believed to owe the 
West an estimated $1 billion and 
the Soviet Union aroqpd $11 
billion, most of it for arms purch- 
ases to achieve "strategic parity” 
with Israel. 

"Our aim is to open more and 
more doors... to lift restrictions 
and give more economic freedom 
so that the individual would feel 
that he can practise all kinds of 
economic activity with the mini- 
mum of restrictions,” said 
Mohammad Imady, the minister 
for economy and foreign trade. 


But the U.S.-educated minister 
admitted that it was not easy to 
introduce change in a country 
that has been the Soviet Union's 
protege for more than three de- 
cades. 

A Westers diplomat said that 
Imady would like to speed up the 
liberalisation process. 

“But feat’s impossible for now. 
His approach is Western while 
most of his colleagues have 
graduated from Moscow,” he 
said. 

Still, Imady boasted that the 
measures the government intro- 
duced two years ago are paying 
off and said Syria's balance of 
payments registered surplus of 
20.6 billion Syrian pounds for 
1990 as opposed to a 1987 deficit 
of 12.7 biUion pounds. 

There are four sets of exchange 
rates in Syria. The official rate ac 
11_2 to the dollar, the encourag- 
ing rate at 20, the tourist rate at 
40 and fee black market at 47. 

One Western diplomat noted 
that the surplus being quoted was 
artificial. 

“It's just on paper because the 
1989-1990 balance of payments 
includes exports to the Soviet 
Union for which Syria did not get 
paid because it was paying off its 
debt to the Soviet Union,” he 
said. 

Imady said private sector ex- 
ports jumped from 3.37 billion 
pounds in 1987 to 21.1 billion 
pounds last year in response to 


new incentives for exporters and 
the industrial and agriculture sec- 
tors. 

He said the private sector has 
been allowed to import subsi- 
dised items such as sugar, tea and 
coffee — which sell for up to 
seven times the subsidised price 
on the open market — and pay 
for the goods in hard currency 
from overseas bank accounts. 

In addition, exporters can now 
keep 75 per cent of the profit they 
make in hard currency and can 
use the money to import specific 
hems or exchange it at the tourist 
rate of 40 pounds to the dollar. 

Imady said that in addition to 
improving the economy, tbe new 
measures helped Syria absorb the 
Gulf war-related losses in remitt- 
ances from Gulf states and tour- 
ism. 

He estimated these losses at 
$15.7 biUion. But Western diplo- 
mats put tbe figure at closer to $2 
biUion. 

One diplomat said the losses 
were offset by the rise in oil prices 
during the war and the infusion of 
aid for aligning against Iraq, its 
main Arab rival. 

Syria has recently received an 
estimated £3 to $5 billion in aid 
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Japan and Western Europe. 

There are no official published 
figures for Syria's oil production, 
but diplomats estimate it at 
400,000 barrels a day. 


Striking miners resist Soviet 
prime minister’s call to work 


MOSCOW (R) — Striking Soviet 
coal miners from Siberia to the 
Polish border said Sunday they 
were standing firm, showing no 
signs of giving in to the prime 
minister’s request they return to 
work to save the sinking eco- 
nomy. 

Miners’ leaders in the big Sibe- 
rian Kuzbass and Ukrainian Don- 
bass coalfields said they ere 
unimpressed by Prime Minister 
Valentin Pavlov's warning that 
the strikers were setting the tot- 
tering economy back “several 
years.” 

And they dismissed suggestions * * 
the miners were being manipu- 
lated by outsiders, an implied 
swipe by Pavlov at populist Boris 
Yeltsin and others who have sup- 


1 

AMMAN 

EXCHANGE 

RATES 

Sunday, March 24, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 

Bay ScB 

U.S. dollar 675.0 679.0 

Pound Sterling 1203.2 L210.4 

DcuUchemarfc 409.6 412-1 

Swiss franc 4773 480.4 

French franc lW-4 121.1 

Japanese yen (for 1D0) 490.8 493.7 
Dutch guilder 363.3 365.5 

'Swedish crown 112.6 1133 

Italian lira (for 100) 55.1 55.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) J98.9 200.1 



ported strikers’ demands for the 
resignation of President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

“The general mood is to stand 
firm,” said Viktor Osovsky, a 
member of the strike committee, 
in fee Donbass, where miners at 
about 60 pits have downed tools. 

The independent Ppstfactum 
News Agency said miners in more 
than 165 pits, from Sakhalin in 
the far east to the western 
Ukraine, remained on strike at 
the weekend. Mines inside the 
Arctic circle and in the Urals 
heartland were also dosed. 

-Pyotr Popov.ja member of the 
Kuzbass strike" committee, ’said 
the strike was holding across 
Siberia, adding that Pavlov's 
charges of outside interference 
ignored the democratic elections 
of mine leaders. 

"Pavlov wants to change those 
strike committees ready to hold 
out wife puppet committees who 
will do what he wants,” Popov 
said. 

The prime minister told Soviet 
television Saturday that con- 
tinuing fee strike, which broke 
out on March 1, would mean 
"that all of us, induding the 
miners, will have to work for 
several years to repair the dam- 
age.” 

He said Soviet industry was 
receiving only 220,000 of the 
340,000 tonnes needed daily to 
operate effidently. "I would like 
to ask them to resume work by 
Monday at the latest.” 

But Kuzbass strike leader 
Papov said miners in the Siberian 
fields rejected Pavlov’s assertion 


they were to blame for economic 
hardships. 

"If he is going to calculate, let 
him calculate properly,” said 
Popov from the Kuzbass centre of 
Kemerovo. 

“He should take the average 
miner’s pay in the United States 
and then pay us the difference for 
the last 70 years. That would be 
the proper calculation,” he 
emphasised. 

Miners are among fee best paid 
of Soviet industrial workers, but 
standards of Irving are appalling 
and work conditions are extreme- 
ly dangerous at most mines. 

The strike has caught the 
Kremlin off-balance as it tries to 
juggle exploding ethnic tensions 
and separatism in tbe republics 
and economic collapse across the 
country. Several vague attempts 
at negotiations have ended in fai- 
lure. 

And it has highlighted the 
chasm between Gorbachev and 
Russian President Yeltsin, once 
his protege but now his greatest 
rival. 

“They accuse me of supporting 
the strikers, but wbat (else) could 
I do? The strikers have political 
demands, fee resignation of Gor- 
bachev,” Yeltsin told workers at 
tbe giant Kirov works in Lening- 
rad Friday. 

Hundreds of workers jammed 
into the hall responded by chant- 
ing “down with Gorbachev” and 
“resign, resign.” 

Last month, the Russian leader 
demanded Gorbachev's resigna- 
tion and accused him of deceiving 
the people. 


Oman ready 
to cut oil 
output if 
OPEC asks 

DUBAI (R) — Independent oil pro- 
ducer Oman is ready to cut crude 
output to help raise prices if 
OPEC asks. Oil Minister Said 
Ben Ahmad AI Shanfari said in 
remarks published Sunday. 

If IPEC (Independent Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries) is 
asked by OPEC to contribute in 
oil market stability by cutting oil 
production, Oman will support 
such a move,” Shanfari was 
quoted as saying by the Times of 
Oman daily newspaper. 

Oman, the de-facto leader of 
fee IPEC group — which brings 
together around 14 independent 
oil producing states — pumps 
around 700,000 barrels per day of 
crude oil. 

The Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
agreed earlier this month to cut 
fee group's total output by five 
per cent in the second quarter to 
avoid a fall in prices due to a glut 
in the market. 

. A news release issues March 12 
after OPEC’s ministerial moni- 
toring committee said “the orga- 
nisation calls upon other oil ex- 
porting countries to also shoulder 
similar responsibility by prop- 
ortionally reducing their produc- 
tion levels.” 

Some members of the IPEC 
met with OPEC officials before 
OPEC's March 11 ministerial 
meeting. 

EPECs next meeting will be 
held in Cairo at the end of May. 
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Kuwait issues new dinar 
at par with old currency 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait began 
issuing its new dinar Sunday at 
par wife its old currency, setting 
the same exchange rate as on the 
eve of the invasion, central bank 
governor Sheikh Salem Abdul 
Aziz Al Sabah said, 

The central bank set fee new 
dinar at a middle rate of 0.28750 
to the dollar and Sheikh Salem 
said the exchange rate would 
continue to be based on a basket 
of currencies reflecting Kuwait's 
main trading and financial part- 
ners. 

He said the bank would try to 
hold the exchange rate steady for 
the first two months unless there 
was overwhelming market press- 
ure. 

"We will try our best for the 
first two months not to move our 
rate as before on a daily basis, 
unless the movement is quite suffi- 
cient (large)” he told Reuters in 
an interview. 

The central bank would allow 
commercial banks to issue unli- 
mited letters of credit for the 
commercial sector to import 
goods, be said. 

Private cash withdrawals would 
be limited to 4,000 dinars per 
resident per month for the first 
three months, but the restrictions 
might be eased sooner, he said. 

Transfers abroad by private 
individuals would also be limited 
to equivalent of 4,000 dinars per 
month at prevailing exchange 
rates. 

Sheikh Salem said the limita- 
tions did not apply to cooperative 
societies and companies with 


administrative expenses to meet. 

He said the aim of fee restric- 
tions was to control the volume of 
cash in circulation to avoid infla- 
tion, to prevent a liquidity 
squeeze on fee banks and to 
ensure Kuwaiti banks did not 
come under immediate pressure 
for foreign currency while they 
were finalising settlements with 
foreign banks. 

Holders of Kuwaiti dinars 
abroad could take the money to 
Kuwaiti or correspondent banks 
and apply for approval to convert 
fee money into new dinars, he 
said. 

Once approved the money 
would be deposited in a special 
account at a Kuwaiti bank and 
would be subject to the same 
restrictions on withdrawals 
overseas transfers. 

Sheikh Salem said holders of 
old dinars had six months to 
convert their money to new di- 
nars. 

He said the restrictions on 
withdrawals and transfers were 
imposed for a minimum of three 
months but he hoped they could 
be relaxed sooner. 

Hundreds of Kuwaitis queued 
to change old money for a new, 
post-invasion currency when 
banks opened Sunday for the first 
time since the Iraqis withdrew a 
month ago. 

Men in traditional flowing 
robes and chequered headdresses 
and a few women swathed in 
black began lining up outside 
banks in war- ravaged Kuwait 


Gty an hour before they opened. 

fbe banks issued new dinars to 
replace banknotes in circulation 
before Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August last year. 

The change is intended to in- 
validate hundreds of millions of 
dollars of Kuwaiti dinars taken by 
fee Iraqis during the seven-month 
occupation. 

The crowd surged forward 
when fee wooden doors of the 
main branch of the National 
Bank of Kuwait in the downtown 
financial district swung open at 10 
a.tn. (0700 GMT) but guards 
allowed only about 20 customers 
at a time to enter. 

“Even-one is in a rush to finish 
his transaction. Otherwise there 
are no problems," Hanefir Hus- 
sein. fee bank's executive mana- 
ger. told Reuters. 

Business appeared relatively 
orderly but slow. Many banks, 
largely undamaged in the occupa- 
tion, did not have computer sys- 
tems operating because there is 
no mains electricity and had to 
laboriously check written ledgers. 

Only 56 of Kuwait's ISO bank 
branches opened Sunday. Many 
could not open because of staff 
shortages. 

At the National Bank, clients 
pulled out piles of banknotes 
from packages and bags and 
handed them to the teller to 
exchange for a new Kuwaiti dinar 
— different coloured notes with 
fee same design and value as the 
old dinar. 

One old, bearded man angrily 
shouted and gesticulated when a 


bank teller refused to give him 
any money. “There's no balance 
in his account and he wants to 
draw money," Hussein said. 

The banks effectively ignored 
the Iraqi occupation, reinstating 
customers' Aug. 1 balances to 
give account holders who with- 
drew- cosh after the invasion an 
unexpected bonus. 

Some diems thought the 4.000- 
dinar limit might be rather res- 
trictive for Kuwait’s wealthy 
sheikhs. But merchant A!i Al 
Qattan, 39, said it was enough for 
the time being. “There's nothing 
in Kuwait to buy now he said. 

Unlucky customers were ict'r 
with bundles ot worthless money. 
The central bank circulated the 
serial number of 357 million di- 
nars (Si. 23 billion) taken from 
the bank's vaults by the Iraqis 
and ordered them not to accept 
them. 

Qattan said he had some of this 
money. Civil servants had been 
paid with it during the Iraqi 
occupation and some Kuwaitis 
reeieved it in payment for goods 
which they sold, he said. 

Some residents were anxious to 
withdraw- money to leave Kuwait, 
devastated by the war and still 
without water, electricity and 
public services in most areas. 

Bank officials said there were 
many requests to buy dollars bu: 
none were immediately available. 

Asked if the bank would accept 
dollars in exchange for dinars , 
one branch manager said: "Who 
in his right mind would want to 
change dollars for dinars today ?“ 


Mounting subsidies 
expected to swell 
China’s budget deficit 


BELTING (R) — Mounting bills 
lo bail out inefficient industry, 
subsidise consumers and beef up 
defence will mean another big 
budget deficit for China next 
year, economists have said. 

Then said the budget for calen- 
dar 1991. to be presented to 
parliament this week, would 
probably show a shortfall near 
the S. 9. billion yuan ($1.7 billion) 
deficit estimated for last year. 

The 1990 deficit is. likely to 
surpass the budgeted figure, they 
added. 

"There is no question there will 
be another big deficit next year,” 
said a finance ministry official 
who asked not to be named. 
"Revenues will fall well short of 
spending." 

: A deficit in 1992 would be the 
sixth in a row and the 12th in fee 
past 13 years. 

The shortfall is even bigger by 
International Monetary Fund cal- 
culations. Under China's quirky 
accounting practices, some fore- 
ign and domestic debt is treated 
as revenue, and last year feat 
trimmed 33 biUion yuan (S6 3 bil- 
lion) from the deficit. 

China has been forced to ear- 
mark one third of all spending to 
maintain its woefuUy inefficient 
(State industry and subsidise food, 
housing and other costs for work- 
ers. That percentage is expected 
to climb. 

"We have had very little suc- 
cess in checking fee rise in sub- 
sidies between of the need for 
'social stability,” said fee official. 

China was tried to keep infla- 
tion in (beck, partly out of fear of 
renewed unrest like the street 
protests feat were crushed by the 
army on June 4, 1989. Those 
protests were aimed at speeding 


political reform but surging prices 
in 1988 and 1989 contributed to 
fee unrest. 

Economists have said Beijing 
was buying social stability with 
subsidies. 

“The figure to watch is the 
subsidies," said a Western eco- 
nomist, noting that a sluggish 
economy has increased this 
'already heavy burden. 

Many state-run firms are tech- 
nically bankrupt, unable to meet 
payrolls or pay taxes. 

"The problem is, how do you 
collect taxes from companies feat 
are losing money?" said a foreign 
diplomat. "There is nothing to 
collect.” 

China's economy went into a 
tail spin early this year as indust- 
rial credit was choked off to slow 
inflation. Banks have since 
pumped more money into fee 
economy but consumers are still 
reluctant to spend their cash. 

"Producftion is up but it's not 
being sold,” said fee diplomat. 

Finance Minister Wang Bing- 
qian has signalled that Beijing 
would boost spending on defence 
as well as agriculture, education 
and science and technology this 
year. 

"The generals are looking for 
more money to improve their 
weapons," said a source with 
.dose ties to fee military. "There 
will also be a push to boost 
spending on the navy, which has 
been neglected in the past.” 

Last year the military won a 15 
per cent rise in spending to 29 
billion yuan ($5.57 billion), 
according to the budget. Military 
specialists said much of China's 
defence spending was not in- 
cluded in the publicly announced 
figure. 







TO ALL EMBASSIES AND JOURNALISTS 

DALLAH 

RENT A CAR 

DALLAH RENT A CAR OFFICE 

Invites you to hire a car to any place in Baghdad — Iraq 
with or without a driver at competitive prices. 

— Mercedes JD 120/day 

— Double Cabin Pick Up JD 120/day 

— G.M.C JD 150/day 

— Mini Bus 

— 4 x 4 

|# Also, Dallah Group offers special rates to 
deliver personal effects to Baghdad. 

50% discount daily for the journalists 
hire a car in Jordan. 

For more Information, please call Tel. 
No, 827082, 827736, 815071. ^ 


Kentucky Fried Chicken 

SHMEISANI 

We apologise for not being able to welcome our ciienteis 
as of today and for a fortnight due to refurbishing and 
expansion work at the restaurant. 

Happy Feast 


JORDAN TIMES TEL.66717l| 


A MULTINATIONAL COMPANY 
REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING:. 

CREATIVE/ARTISTS 

•fr Fluent English/Arabic. 

* University graduate in art/graphic design. 

* Well experienced in creation of artworks, concepts, visual* 
☆ Minimum experience 5 years. 

Application* will b« daalt with In strict confldan^ 


Advertiser 
P.O. Box: 925591 
Amman — Jordan 


WANTED 

Wanted Filipino or Thai domestic help for a diplomat's 
small family. 8 

Live-in, excellent working conditions. 

Please call 679650 (Residence) 

698851 (office) 


FOR RENT 

Furnished or Unfurnished 

Ground floor apartment (360 square metres in area), consists 
4 bedrooms. 4 bathrooms. 3 balconies, big garden (500 squa^, 
metres), independent entrance and separate utilities (C.H. * 
water + electricity), garage and telephone line. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

Tel: 827537 


SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 

Some people believe that you cannot pet a good education through Distance 
Education Some people believe that because you are getting your education 
through a correspondence school that you don't have to work for your Diploma or 
your Degree. 5ome people confuse 'phony degree mills" with legitimate ursunca- 
cducation Schools, if you are one of these people, doni read anv further. 

ICS is looking for people who take their education SERIOUSLY whether 
attending a traditional college or studying by mall We are looking for people who 
will apply themselves and work hard to get the full value of the training that ics 
otters Diplomas and Degrees are issued upon successful completion or a course 
accredited by the National Home Study Council ..your guarantee of a quality 
education. If you take your education senousty and want to train for a new career 
or improve your job skills for advancement in your present job. ICS may have the 
right career training for you. Choose from 44 career courses listed below. Select 
the one career field you would like 10 train for and indicate tnai choice in the 
coupon below. Cut out this ad and mail it to ICS TODAY. We will send you a detarieo 
course outline and tuition schedule by return Air Mall. There Is no obligation. 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS— NO OBLIGATION 




International Correspondence Schools, Dew. Fzsai 
Bo* 1900. Scramon. Pennsylvania iBSOi. U SA 


ASSOCIATE IH 
SPECIALIZED BUSINESS 
DEGREE; PROGRAMS 
BO Business Manijenwm 

61 Accounting 

50 Business Management 
with outran In Marksiing 

51 Business Minagamtrt 
with outran m Finance 

ASSOCIATE IN 

SPECiAUSD TECHNOLOGY 
DEGREE PROGRAMS 

67 Electronics Technology 
B3 Curd Engineering Teen. 

62 Mechanical Eng Tech 
65 Electrical Big Tech 


r~ CAREER DIPLOMA PROGRAMS ■ 

55 Comouwr Programming CU Auto Mechanics 


07 u 5 Hign School Diploma 
59 Cawrtop/Gourmei Cooking 
20 Meoicafomtai Office Awl 
57 Microcomputer Repair 
05 Htneifflestaurani %rai 
TA Air Conttmormp & fletrig 
12 intenor Decanting 
51 Fashion Merchandising 
ilr 

. „ lapping 
94 Fitness & Nutrition 
69 Small Engine Repair 
47 Animal Cara Specialist 
26QB Building Trades 
106 General Business 
16 Practical EngTish 


33 Motorcycle ftapali 
52 Surveying A Mapi 


Get FREE Information— 

Mail ENTIRE AD TODAY 

Write I ha Bomber oftta om carter that intimu you. 
«h.EA6EPfl#n 


IS Bookkeeping 

02 Electronics 

13 Professional Secretary 
06 Electrician 
29 Police Sciences 
32 Ah 

09 Legal Secretary 
55 Diasw Mechanics 
67 TV/VCfl Rreair 

03 Cnttd DayCare 
85 Drafting 

35 Travel Agent 
260A Architecture 
260C Machine Shoo 
161 Engineering 

41 Journalism/Shcrr 
Story Wrung 

40 Photography 

42 Dress rnatdng & Design 
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Opposition reports 80 
dead in Mali clashes 


BAMAKO l R) — More than SO 
people have died in clashes be- 
tween pro-democracy demonstra- 
tors and security Forces in Mali, 
according to opposition and hos- 
pital sources who said Sunday 
that people were being killed indis- 
criminately. 

The clashes which began Fri- 
day are the bloodiest since a wave 
of pro-democracy fervour swept 
Africa last year.' They pose the 
most serious challenge to the 
one-party government" of Presi- 
dent Moussa Traore. 

The pro-dcmocracy forces, a 
loose coalition of students, pro- 
fessionals and civic leaders, plan- 
ned a rally Sunday morning in the 
capital Bamako.’ 

Demba Diallo. head of the 
Malian Human Rights League, 
said at least SO people had been 
killed. 

“That's the number we've 
counted so far but we'll never be 
able to find lots of the bodies." he 
said. 


In the morgue at the Gabriel 
Toure Hospital in the city centre, 
doctors permitted journalists to 
see the charred bodies of live 
people burned beyond recogni- 
tion. 

“The military locked these 
people in a shopping centre and 
then set it on fire.” one doctor 
said. 

He said most of the dead, 
including 36 bodies from Friday 
and 39 were shot while (hey were 
running away.” he said. 

Diallo said talks between 
Traore and civic and religious 
leaders Saturday produced no 
breakthrough. 

The government has had no 
comment on the violence for 
several hours but on Saturday it 
gave an official tally of 24 dead. 

A second doctor said: “They 
are shooting at anything that 
moves ... they even sprayed the 
front of the hospital with bullets.” 

A woman who was shot in the 
foot while she was walking to see 


a wounded relative at the hospital 
said the shooting was random and 
indiscriminate. "I was just cros- 
sing the road and they just shot at 
me." she said. 

The government has declared a 
state of emergency and imposed 
an overnight curfew. It -has also 
said a congress of the ruling 
Democratic Union of Malian 
People will open as scheduled 
Thursday. 

Traore has said the congress 
will consider demands for multi- 
party democracy, but many Ma- 
lians doubt he is sincerely open to 
change. 

The clashes have caused wide- 
spread destruction in the dusty 
capital. Vandalas have looted 
luxury stores and protesters have 
sacked some government offices. 

Senegal suspended train ser- 
vices Sunday between Dakar and 
Mali because of the unrest. It said 
the service would not resume 
until calm was restored. 


Geneva talks to raise plight of 
unwanted Vietnamese boat people 


GENEVA (R) — Informal talks 
open in Geneva Monday on the 
plight of tens of thousands of 
Vietnamese boat people no coun- 
try wants to take in. 

Refugee officials said the two- 
day. 12-nation meeting would 
pave the way for a full-scale 
conference on how to send home 
un estimated 1 10.000 Vietnamese 
Anguishing in South East Asian 
camps after trying to find a better 
life abroad. 

Most are deemed economic 
migrants rather than political re- 
fugees and do not qualify for 
resettlement in Western nations. 

The officials said no decision- 
was expected on whether to bow 
to pressure from Hong Kong and 
go ahead with forced repatria- 
tion. The United Stales is stead- 


fastly opposed to the scheme on 
humanitarian grounds. 

Vietnam, also attending the 
meeting, wants massive Western 
aid to cope with any influx of 
returnees but has also made clear 
it will not take back people sent 
home against their will. 

Participants from first-asylum 
nations and Western resettlement 
countries, including the United 
States. Canada and Australia, 
will probably proclaim that an 
agreement signed in Geneva IS 
months ago is not dead. 

Under the accord first-asylum 
countries agreed to allow boat 
people to land so long as genuine 
refugees wer accepted for reset- 
tlement in the West and those 
classified as economic migrants 
were sent home. 


It failed in its goal of discourag- 
ing further emigration from Viet- 
nam. 

But screening under the Gene- 
va agreement has made it far 
harder for migrants to qualify for 
resettlement. 

Diplomats said the meeting 
was called by Britain. Canada 
and Australia to drive home the 
message that those not recog- 
nised as genuine political re- 
fugees would eventually have to 
go home. 

"There is a widespread notion 
among camp populations that the 
resolve is weakening and that 
their chances of reaching tire 
promised land are improving." 
one refugee official said. 


Indian election campaign 
strikes sensitive nerves 


NEW DELHI (API — For the 
second time in IS months, cam- 
paign posters are going up in 
India for what promises to be a 
hard-fought and possibly bloody 
election for the office of prime 
minister. 

The three-way contest may be 
one of the most evenly split ever 
seen in this nation, which until 
recently was dominated by a sing- 
le family and its party. 

The main contestants are two 
former prime ministers, Rajiv 
Gandhi and V.P. Singh, and Lai 
Krishna Advani. a quiet intellec- 
tual who leads a hardline Hindu 
revivalist party. 

Incumbent Chandra Shekhar 
\asliy imporved his public credi- 
bility during his brief tenure but is 
barely in the running because he 
lacks a national organisation. 

The issues are caste, class and 
stability. The campaign will touch 
the most sensitive nerves of every 
Indian: His religion and the role 
to which his birth has consigned 
him in society's hierarchy. 

These questions arc brushing 
aside the more tangible issue of 
separatist insurrections by Sikhs 
in Punjab. Muslims in Kashmir 
and Assamese in the far cast state 
of Assam. 

Nor is anyone focusing on the 
grim state of the economy, except 
for vague promises of "bread and 
jobs." Inflation has climbed to 
double digits in this vast and poor 
nation where price rises can spell 
hunger for millions more people. 
India also faces a talanec-of- 
paymcnls crisis which has cut its 
creidi rating to the lowest rank. 

The election commission has 
not yet set a date for the voting, 
but it should be no more than two 
weeks before June 5. when the 
new parliament is to convene. 

Political scientists say the elec- 
tion comes at a time when the 
voters are realigning in wavs that 
are not yet clear. 

“The party system has lost cre- 
dibility with the voters. The 
electorate is now very mobile, 
uncertain,” said Bhabani Sen 
Gupta, of the Centre for Policy 
Research, an independent think 
tank. 

"The most striking feature of 
Indian politics has been the grow- 
ing alienation and bitterness 
among religious communities” 
and among Hindu castes, said 
Zoya Hasan of the Centre for 
Political Studies at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University. 

She predicted the upper classes 
which have dominated politics for 
' India's 43 years of independence 
will come under unprecedented 
challenge. 

Each party in its own way is 
appealing to the great mass of 
voters who typically are faithfully 
Hindu, poorly educated and 
snuggling to provide for their 
oversized families. 

The election was precipitated 
by the equivocal results of the last 
election in November 19S9 when 


opposition parties combined to 
unseat Gandhi and his Congress 
Party. 

Gandhi, grandson of India's 
first premier Jawaharlal Nahru 
and son of assassinated Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi, was 
accussed of heading a corrupt 
administration and growing aloof 
from the public during his five 
years in office. 

Singh assembled a coaltion of 
his Janata Dal Party and regional 
panics. Still lacking a majority, it 
governed with the outside sup- 
port of Advani's Bharatiya Janata 
Party and Communists. 

Singh's administration col- 
lapsed after 11 months when 
Advani withdrew support. Chan- 
dra Shekhar's breakaway Janata 
Dal faction, called Janata Dai- 
Socialist. formed a new govern- 
ment with help from the Congress 
Party. That alliance, founded on 
convenience rather than convic- 
tion. dissolved after four months. 

The parties haven't had time to 
draw up their platforms, but the 
lines of the campaign already are 
clear. 

Fifteen months of turnstile gov- 
ernment inspired Gandhi's campaign 
theme of stability and a pledge to 
preside "a government that works.” 

Gandhi says he expects to re- 
cover the majority his Congress 
Party had before 1989. but the 
experts expect to see the party's 
worst performance. 

Ms. Hasan pointed to an “ero- 
sion of centrist politics embodied 
by the Congress." Sen Gupta said 
the Congress Party had refused to 
respond to demands for change, 
and predicted it would be 
eclipsed by the Janata Dal. 

V.P. Singh, a member of Indi- 
a's nobility, is returning to the 
cause of the lower-caste Hindus 
whom he championed as prime 

minister. 

Last August he decreed that 
nearly half of all government jobs 
would be reserved for the caste 
members who are underpri- 
vileged in power, education and 
job opportunity because of their 
birth. Upper-caste Hindu stu- 
dents. feeling threatened in a 
tight job market, revolted. Near- 
ly 70 people, many of them teena- 
gers. committed suicide in portest 
and 90 more were killed in riot- 
ing. 

Since tearing office Singh has 
rattled even his own supporters 
by promising 60 per cent of party 
positions to low-caste-Hindus and 
minorities. 

A second issue, promoted- by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, is 
Hindu nationalism, which taps 
resentment of Hindus who claim 
Muslims and other minorities are 
over-protected . 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
brought the issue into focus by 
singling out a mosque which it 
says was built on the birthplace of 
the Hindu god Rama in the town 
Of Ayodhya, 500 kilometres 
southeast of New Delhi. 


Government 
shifts leave 
U.K. voters 
unimpressed 

LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major is discarding some of 
the more unpopular remnants of 
a decade of Thatcherism but 
opinion polls show British voters 
are not impressed. 

A Mori poll in the Sunday 
Express newspaper put support 
for the ruling Conservatives at 38 
per cent compared to 44 per cent 
for the main opposition Labour 
Party and 15 per cent for the 
centrist Liberal Democrats. 

The six-point advantage was 
Labour's biggest lead since Mar- 
garet Thatcher resigned as prime 
minister last November and could 
give Major pause in any planning 
for an early general election. 

In the last week Major took 
what many believed would be a 
highly popular step by announc- 
ing the demise of the “poll tax.” a 
flat-rate levy on all adults to fund 
local services. 

The tax touched off violent 
demonstrations last year and was 
a key factor in a party revolt that 
ousted Thatcher, its main cham- 
pion. 

But a Gallup poll in the Sunday 
Telegraph showed 69 per cent of 
Britons thought the govern- 
ment's handling of its review of 
the unpopular tax had been 
“bad" or "very bad.” 

The results were a blow to 
Major who believed that phasing 
out the tax would reverse a series 
of by-election setbacks. 

And the Mori survey revealed 
that 64 per cent unveiled the 
1991-1992 budget unvieled by the 
government last week would 
"make the rich richer and the 
poor poorer.” 

The poll showed that 70 per 
cent opposed one of the budget's 
main edicts — a boost in value 
added tax from 15 per cent to 
17.5 per rent. 

Polls also indicated public scep- 
ticism towards any notion Major 
has broken sharply with Thatch- 
erism. 

In a speech to party activists 
Saturday, he affirmed his Com- 
mitment to Thatcher's key poli- 
cies of privatisation, cuts in direct 
taxation and fighting inflation. 

But at the same time, he firmly 
shifted his party's focus towards 
improving social conditions after 
a decade of tough, free-market 
Thatcherism during which, critics 
say. standards of public services 
such as health, transport and 
education slipped. 

In the Gallup survey, 38 per 
cent said they had been slightly 
changed and only 18 per cent 
described the shift as drastic. 

Major has given rib hint of his 
favoured date for an election, 
which must be held by July 1992. 
But many politicians, believe he is 
considering calling a ballot in 
June or October this year. 


S. African 
weekend 
township 
death toll 
reaches 1 7 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — At 
least 17 people were killed in 
sporadic fighting at the weekend 
between rival black political fac- 
tions in two Johannesburg 
townships, police said Sunday. 

Residents of Alexandra, a 
shanty town of 200,000 people, 
reported hearing gunfire over- 
night around the township's mig- 
rant workers' hostel, scene in 
recent weeks of bitter factional 
warfare. 

A police spokesman said 12 
people had been killed in Alexan- 
dra since Friday night, three of 
them in a shootout and five more 
hacked and stabbed to death. He 
gave no details of the other 
deaths. 

In Tembisa township north- 
east of Johannesburg, the bodies 
of two people who had been 
slabbed and hacked to death 
were found near a workers' hos- 
tel. Police had earlier reported 
three deaths from the area. 

Security forces put up razor 
wire around the men-only hostel 
to try to separate rival factions. 

The government has imposed a 
curfew on three Johannesburg 
townships to contain the warfare 
between Zulu migrant workers 
who support the Inkatha Free- 
dom Party of chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi and township residents 
loyal to Nelson Mandela's Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC). 

Alexandra's Mayor Prince 
Mokoena told the Johannesburg 
Sunday limes that the fighting in 
bis area started when a township 
resident lolled a Zulu after fight- 
ing over a woman. 

“The Xhosa man killed the 
Zulu with the help of his friends 
... when the Zulus beard that, the 
whole hostel came down and 
that’s how it all began,” said 
Mokoena, who is accused by the 
ANC of being an Inkatha sym- 
pathiser. 

At least 1,200 people have died 
in the Johannesburg area since 
August in axe. gun and spear 
battles between the rival anti- 
apartheid movements, more than 
60 of them in the past three weeks 
at Alexandra. 

An Alexandra civic organisa- 
tion spokesman said gangs of men 
were roaming the township ran- 
domly attacking residents, de- 
spite a heavy police presence. 

The Inkatha/ANC fighting con- 
tinues despite a peace accord 
worked out in January between 
Buthelezi and Mandela. 

The ANC accused '‘people per- 
ceived as members of Inkatha" of 
whipping up the violence in Alex- 
andra and appealed to Inkatha's 
national leaderchip to control its 
supporters. 

“Shack dwellers have been 
forced out of their homes, which 
are occupied by people known to 
wear red head-bands and per- 
ceived as members of Inkatha," 
the ANC said in a statement. 

“The occupants have been 
made homeless and form part of 
the refugee population which 
now exceeds 700 people.” it said. 

A red bandana is the tradition- 
al “uniform" of the Zulu-based 
Inkatha Movement. 

Police later said four black 
mine workers and two women 
were shot dead and six people 
wounded early Sunday by five 
blacks who opened fire with auto; 
malic rifles at a gold mine west of 
Johannesburg. 

The attackers arrived at the 
Wesionaria-Etsburg Mine com- 
pound in two minibuses and 
opened fire with AK-47 assault 
rifles on residents of the living 
quarters there. 

The spokesman said there was 
no apparent reason for the attack 
but that police were investigating 
a political motive. No arrests had 
been made. 


Albania prepares for 1st 
free elections in 45 years 


TIRANA (R) — Albanians face 
a bewildering political novelty 
this week as more than 1,000 
candidates and six parties cam- 
paign in the first multi-party elec- 
tions after 45 years of Communist 
rale. 

The polls on March 31 will be a 
watershed in a year of sweeping 
change in the Balkan state as it 
emerges from decades of isola- 
tion imposed by late Stalinist 
leader Enver Hoxha. 

The main contest looks set to 
be between the three-month-old 
Democratic Party and the (Com- 
munist) Party of Labour. 

Few people are willing to fore- 
cast the result. 

"Albania is quite unpredictable 
— there has been no history of 
free expression here, and this 
makes a tremendous difference 
between us and most of the other 
East European countries,” one 
Albanian journalist commented. 

"It seems there are many peo- 
ple who might vote for the Demo- 
crats, but they are not actually 
saying so.” 

The Democrats apparently en- 
joy support in towns but farmers 
in the countryside have gained by 
recent moves by Communist 
Preisdent Ramzi Alia to give 
them small parcels of land. 

The Communist Party, which 
under Hoxha broke foreign rela- 


tions, crushed religion and poli- 
tical dissent and even banned 
men from wearing . beards, has 
introduced cautions reforms in 
the face of unprecedented protest 
and tried to revamp its image. 

A meeting of some 200 Com- 
munist leaders Saturday called 
for "all-round renovation of the 
party so that it keeps pace with 
the tunes.” 

It also urged members to go 
out and canvass electoral supprt 
— a novelty for party supporters 
accustomed to more than four 
decades of one-party rule. 

Although a party meeting in 
December pledged continued 
loyalty to Marxist ideals, Alba- 
nian journalists say the Commun- 
ists seem to have deliberately 

avoided mentioning Marxism in 
their pre-election statement. 

The Democratic Party, found- 
ed in mid-December by leading 
intellectuals, claims a mem- 
bership of 100,000 which it says is 
about 20.000 less than the Com- 
munists. 

The Democrats dearly enjoy 
large support in towns particular- 
ly Tirana, where hundreds of 
people mill in and out of the 
dilapidated villa which became 
their headquarters last month. 

"The Party of Labour doesn't 
have such a centre of activity,” one 
student commented. 


Moderate 

quake 

shakes 

northern 

California 

WATSONVILLE, California 
(AP) — A moderate-sized earth- 
quake struck late Saturday in the 
same area devastated by a much 
larger quake two years ago, but 
there were no reports of injuries 
or serious damage. 

The quake, which struck about 
7:12 p.m. local time (0312 GMT), 
measured 4.8 on the Richter 
Scale of ground motion and was 
centred three miles (.1-8 
kilometres) northeast of Watson- 
ville, which is about 70 miles (112 
kilometres) south of San Francis- 
co, U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) officials reported. 

Previous reports of a second, 
1. 2-magnitude temblor about an 
hour later were incorrect, said 
Allan Lindh, a seismologist with 
the^USGS. He attributed the 
error to confusion, over the time 
zone difference between Califor- 
nia and Colorado, where the 
USGS survey office is located, 
and to different recording 
methods used to measure the size 
and location of earthquakes. 


8 die in Sri Lankan market blast 


COLOMBO (R) — Suspected 
Tamil guerrillas set off two 
bombs in a crowded marketplace 
in eastern Sri Lanka Sunday kill- 
ing up to eight people and 
wounding 50, residents said. 

The guerrillas, fighting for an * 
independent homeland, also said 
they had captured a key army 
base in northwestern Sri Lanka 
after heavy fighting and that 
another was about to fall. 

Residents at Akkairapattu, a 
predorm nantly-Muslim fanning 
village 240 kilometres from Col- 
ombo, said part of the market 
was ablaze after the bomb blasts. 

“Most people had gone to the 
market after starting the daily fast 
for the holy month of Ramadan," 
one man said by telephone. 

Shops dosed and people stayed 
indoors after the inddent. Ten- 
sion was high and police and 
army officers patrolled the 
streets. 

A spokesman for the main" 


guerrilla group, the Lib eratio n 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (TTE), 
said from Paris an army camp at 
Kokupadayan had fallen to the 
rebles. 

Tigers spokesman Lawrence 
Thilakar added: “The one at Sila- 
vaturai is about to fall.” 

Both camps have been under 
heavy attack in the past week. A 
military spokesman said Saturday 
that the army had beaten off the 
attacks, at Mannar on the north- 
west coast. 

According to the Sri Lankan 
Armed Forces, at least 300 rebels 
and 23 soldiers were killed in the 
four-day battle. 

But Thilakar denied so many 
rebels were killed, - According to 
his count, more than 50 soldiers 
and only 20 rebels died in the 
fighting. 

The Tigers said in a statement 
that 100 civilians had died in 
bombing 'by govemment~troops; 


“The government forces in de- 
speration have resorted to several 
aerial bombardments in Mannar 
area. The Sri Lankan naval gun 
boats are shelling the coastal 
areas,” It said. 

Military . sources denied the 
charge. 

Thilakar said the rebels wanted 
to capture the two camps because 
they protected Sinhalese settlers 
in the area and were also used as 
a staging post for attacks on the 
Tigers. 

The group opposes the settle- 
ment of members of the majority 
Sinhalese community in Mannar 
and other northern areas which 
militant Tamils daim as their 
homeland. 

Military sources said Mannar 
was of strategic importance to the 
Tigers because of its access to 
south India, the main source of 
weapons and supplies for the 
rebels. 


Democrats express confidence in 
1992 despite splits, Bush popularity 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Demo- 
crats looked past internal strife 
and President George Bush's 
soaring postwar popularity Satur- 
day to declare the party ready — 
even eager — for an uphill fight 
to retake the White House In 
1992. 

The optimistic message came 
despite the dearth of Democratic 
presidential contenders and was 
tempered by one of the party’s 
more controversial figures, John 
Silber, who said Democrats lack- 
ed a comprehensive message and 
bungled its handling of the Gulf 
crisis. 

Still, the partisan and aggres- 
sive tone of the Democratic 
National Committee's (DNC) 
spring meeting made it dear par- 
ty leaders consider the war far 
enough behind the country to 
take political aim at Bush, a 
Republican. 

“We’ll be tough. weTI be 
aggressive, we will even be de- 
fiant when necessary," Democra- 
tic Chairman Ronald H. Brown 
told party activists, promising a 
broad domestic agenda that 
would put Bush on the defensive. 

"We Americans don’t walk 
away from fights abroad — and 
we Democrats won't let our coun- 
try walk away from fights here at 
home,” Brown said. 

In salutes to U.S. troops that 
fought in the Gulf and other 
references to the war, the Demo- 


crats’ rhetoric was at times awk- 
ward — and it usually ignored the 
party's opposition to giving Bush 
the authority to attack Iraq. 

Brown, House Speaker Tho- 
mas S. Foley’ and several other 
Democrats predicted that 
wouldn’t be an issue in ’92 races. 

“This administration does not 
have a common-sense economic 
policy that speaks to the needs of 
everyday working Americans." . 
Brown said. “I think that's going 
to be the issue.” 

Silber, the 'Boston University 
president who lost the Mas- 
sachusetts governor's race last 
year, expressed a different view. 

"The Democratic leadership 
was wrong on Iraq and they ought 
to read the tickertape," Silber 
said in a blunt address to DNC 
members from eastern states. He 
told reporters the party better 
study its mistakes if it wants to 
win the White House. 

"This is a lesson about rbe use 
of power and foreign policy the 
Democratic Party has to’ pay 
attention (to).*' tie said. 

Silber said he had no plans to 
run for president in 1992. Other 
Democrats are considering their 
chances. 

U.S. senators Uoyd Be ruse n, 
Albert Gore and Richard 
Gephardt are exploring being 
candidates. New York Gov. 
Mario Cuomo has told associates 


he will assess the race only after 
dealing with a budget crisis in 
New York. 

Other Democrats considering 
*92 presidential bids are Govs. L. 
Douglas Wilder of Virginia and 
Bill Clinton of Iowa, and Sen. 
Bob Kerrey of Nebraska. Former 
Massachusetts Sen. Paul Tsongas 
is in Iowa this week to explore a 
candidacy. 

Foley and Brown promised to 
lead the partisan charge until 
Democratic candidates emerge. 

Brown and other party leaders 
said the late start of the campaign 
suited them fine — and had 
perhaps helped the party. 

"I think it might have been a 
disaster for our candidates to be 
engaged In partisan politics dur- 
ing a very popular war,” Brown 
said. Now, however, “we intend 
to take on George Bush and we 
intend to beat him." 

Foley, in a combative speech, 
took on not only Bush but Demo- 
crats who have been quoted in 
media accounts as saying the par- 
ty is in deep trouble because of 
the boost the war has given Bush 
and fellow Republicans. 

Bush was elected to a four-year 
term in 1988, succeeding two- 
term President Ronald Reagan, 
another Republican. The last 
Democrat in office was Jimmy 
Carter, who handed over power 
to Reagan in January 1981. 


EC ministers to test Views on joint defence 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community foreign ministers 
meet behind the walls of a Lux- 
embourg castle Tuesday to test 
their 12 countries’ wills to form a 
common army. 

Diplomats say the ministers 
will try to establish bow for cur- 
rent treaty talks should go to- 
wards giving the EC a security 
and defence role, in a major 
departure from the goals of the 
original trade and economic pact 
signed 34 years ago Monday. 

The meeting behind closed 
doors at Luxembourg's secluded 
Chateau Senningen will set the 
stage for an emergency summit of 
EC leaders on April 8, at 
France’s request, to consider the 
lessons of their disjointed re- 
sponse to the Gulf crisis. 

Member countries of the EC, 
which is on its way to becoming a 
single market of 340 million con- 
sumers after 1992, often coordin- 
ate their foreign affairs already. 

But the lack of a formal com- 
mon foreign policy was highlight- 


ed in the Golf crisis, when mem- 
ber states agreed trade sanctions 
against Iraq but clashed on an 
array of issues. 

Some nations broke ranks by 
staging independent peace initia- 
tives or refusing to supply 
ammunition to others with troops 
in the Gulf. 

“The community as such was 
absent because it had no political 
dimension,” Luxembourg Prime 
Minister Jacques Santer. the cur- 
rent EC -president, said Friday. 

The Netherlands requested 
Tuesday's ministerial talks in 
January, shortly after the start of 
the war exposed problems in 
establishing a joint course of ac- 
tion. 

The 12 agree that foreign and 
security affairs must be better 
coordinated, whether by reinforc- 
ing the current scheme or creat- 
ing a new formal link. 

But the defence question has 
split the bloc into those who see 
an EC military structure as a 
natural complement for joint 


foreign and security policies and 
those who say Europe’s defence 
must remain the preserve of 
NATO, the U.S.-led Western 
alliance. 

All EC states except neutral 
Ireland belong to NATO. Nine of 
them also make up the Western 
European Union (WEU), a long- 
dormant body which sprang to 
fife during the Gulf crisis and 
helped coordinate the dispatch of 
European warships. 

Since December, when the EC 
leaders launched parallel treaty 
talks on political union and eco- 
nomic and monetary union, the 
WEU has emerged as a possible 
military arm to match the Com- 
munity's economic muscle. 

Proposals by member states, 
the EC's Executive Commission 
and tiie WEU itself on what the 
nine-country group could do for 
die community's defence differ in 
subtle diplomatic language which 
masks deep^ differences. 

Britain, like the Netherlands, 


fears a complete withdrawal of 
U.S. forces from Europe if 
Washington sees the EC as chal- 
lenging its NATO leadership and 
has proposed taming defence 
questions over to the WEU as 
soon as they arise, precluding an 
EC role. 

France, Germany and Italy 
want a slow merger of the WEU 
into the Community so that it 
eventually becomes the EC de- 
fence arm. 

The debate is further compli- 
cated by NATO's efforts to rede- 
fine its role now that the cold war 
is over and its enemy for decades, 
the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact, is 
being scrapped. 

NATO's current treaty bare it 
from action outside the borders 
of its 16 member countries. 

The WEU has no such limita- 
tions, and its supporters sav the 
provisions in its treaty for auto- 
matic and compulsory mutual de- 
fence among its members are 
better than NATO’s. 
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Identity mix-up 
costs baby’s life 

BANGKOK (R\ — A case of 
mistaken identity at a Bangkok 
hospital led to the death of a 
two-month-old baby police said 
was murdered by a woman who 
thought it was hers. Somsri Chan- 
toh. 20, was given the wrong baby 
when she went to Bangkok’s 
Children's Hospital early this 
month to collect her own daugh- 
ter who was being treated there, 
police said Sunday. Somsri, a 
shoe factory worker, did not real- 
ise the hospital's mistake and 
later suffocated the child, stuffed 
her body into a bag and aban- 
doned it in bushes near a sub- 
urban bousing estate. Police said 
Somsri. who has been charged 
with deliberate homodde, told 
them she killed the baby on 
March 6 because she was too 
poor to raise her. The mix-up was 
discovered when the real parents 
of the murdered girl reported it to 
hospital authorities, who in- 
formed police Friday. The hospit- 
al has set up 3 committee to 
investigate allegations of negli- 
gence against two nurses. 

Hillary named 
UNICEF envoy 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Sir 
Edmund Hillary, one of the first 
two men to dimb Mt. Everest, 
was named special representative 
for the children of the Himalayas 
by the United Nations Children's 
Fund UNICEF. The New 
Zealand-born explorer, 71. 
together with his Sherpa guide 
from Nepal, Tenzing Norgay, 
conquered Mt. Everest in 1953. 
Since his first climbing expedition 
to the Himalayas in 1951, Sir 
Edmund has helped establish 26 
primary schools in a district in ' 
Nepal where some 3,000 pupils 
have been enrolled. He has also 
been instrumental in building 
hospitals, bridges, water supply 
pipelines and airstrips for the 
people in the region. Sir Edmund 
said in a news conference Friday 
he will continue his work of more 
than 30 years to benefit the lives 
of children in the Himalayas. 
UNICEF offidals say Nepal, one 
of the world’s poorest nations, 
has a literacy rate of only 35 per 
cent. 

French actor 
denies he took 
part in rapes 

PARIS (APV — French actor 
Gerard Depardieu has denied a re- 
cent magazine report that he took 
part in rapes, saying he “respects 
women too much." The French 
movie star made the denial in the 
French newspaper Le Monde, ^ 
which suggested Depardieu might 
boycott the U.S. Academy 
Awards ceremonies in Los 
Angeles Monday. Depardieu 
starred in Cyrano De Bergerac, 
which has been nominated for 
five Oscars including best foreign 
filjn- The actor was quoted in the 
Feb. 25 issue of the U.S. news- 
magazine Time as saying he had 
taken part in many rapes, the first 
when he was nine years old. “It 
was all absolutely normal in those 
circumstances,” He was quoted 
by the magazine as saying. “That 
all makes me laugh. That was 
part of my childhood." But De- 
pardieu, one of France’s most 
successful actors and considered 
by many its best, told Le Monde. 

“I categorically deny the com- 
ment attributed to me in Time 
magazine concerning a ‘rape’ that , 
I committed when I was nine.” * 
“It’s outrageous, at nine years old 
or at any age," he said. "Yes, one 
can say I had sexual experiences 
when I was very young, but a 
rape, never. I respect women too 
much." The newspaper contacted 
him in Mauritius, an Indian 
Ocean island, where he is making 
a film with director Gerard 
Lauzier. 


Man buries 
mother alive 

PEKING (R) — Police ir 
em China have arrested 
who killed his mother by l 
her alive in hopes of imp 
hts luck, a regional new 
said. The man dreamt 
/S-year-oId mother holdinj 
den lotus at a spot in front t 
“f 1 ®* ’ n Sichuan provino 
the March 16 edition of the 
tou Special Zone Daily 
|nan, a poor former, hat 
dissatisfied with his fail 
prosper, it said. He beliei 
dream directed him to bt 
mother alive- in that si 
achieve good fortune. He 
26 “ an auspicic 
u t 5 e cleed - The newspap 
™ farmer had dabbled 
Chinese art of geomancy, 
magical alignment of pec 
relation to their surroundk 
p'^ ns of ensuring good 

Police arrested hi m on Jan, 
newspaper said. 







